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F thou ſeekeft the Truth with the Wiſdom 
of Reſolution to obey it, I hope thou wilt 
herein find what thou deſireſt : and te God. 
alone give the Praiſe. But if thou art other- 
wiſe minded, I do not pretend to pleaſe thee: 
with Wiſdom of Words, Let me intreat thee 
to conſider ſeriouſly. what thou readeſt: for 
they are Matters of the greateſt Importance. "2X 
I, wiſh\ they were duly handled with a. better 
Pen. I pray God give thee underſtanding, 
and Confeſſion! of the Truth in all things. 
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Y © 0 D, the King of Gloty, wh 
haft exalted thine only Son 7e, 
Chriſt unto thy Kingdom in Heaven; and 
buy him haſt promiſed unto thy faithful 
People another Comforter to abide with | 
3 them for ever; We moſt humbly be- 7 
ſeech Thee to leave us not in our com- 
fittleſs Contempt of the Means whereby 
Thou doſt make us Partakers of fo great 
a Mercy. But, by our honourable Uſe 
ol ehe Means Thou haſt Ordained, grant 
co us the moſt Comfortable Aid of Thy 
HFoly Spirit; that we may, as Thy 
Goſpel requires, abound in all Heavenly 
7 Vertues, more and more, until Thou 
|  doſtexaltus unto the ſame Place whither | ® 
our Saviour is gone before; who liveth | © 
and reigneth with: Thee and the Holy 
Ghoſt, one God, World without End. ; 


Amen. 
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its being ordained of God. 


SEES LTHO! nothing is more evident in the Holy 
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-, dinary Means, whereby God gives to all 
Chriſtians to the End of the World, their 


was given to the Apoſtles on the Day of Pen- 


eeccoſt: Vet this the means of ſo ineſtimable a Grace, 4 
Grace reſerv'd for the Honour of Chriſt's Kingdom f, ever 
ſince the Fall of Mankind, is lightly efteem'd ; and either 
| wholly neglected and deſpis d, as an indifferent, thing or- 


dain d only by Man; or us d in ſuch manner, as rather 
grieves the Holy Spirit, than obtains any Benefit from him. 
Ir ſhall therefore be the Buſineſs of this Diſcourſe, with 


God's Aſſiſtance, to endeavour to vindicate the High and 
Holy Dignity of this Ordinance, from the mean Opinion 


and Contempt that are caſt upon it; by ſhewing, 
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Ms F + John 7+ 39 5 See Chap. Iv. of this Part. 
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3 The Occafion of this Diſcoutſe: The Diviſion of it. 4 
; brief Account of the Apoſtolick Confirmation, and of 


SE Scriptures, than that Confirmation is the or- 


BY Share of chat Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, which 
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1 Tze Apeſtellek Confirmathon: 


Frſt, What it was in the Days of the Apoſtles 

Secondly, That the Same is ordain'd of God to continue 
to the End of the World; and _ 
Thirdly, What is the Honour due to it; | 


Wbat it was in the Time of the Apoſtles, is ſnew'd, 48s 
VIII. 14, Sc. When the Apoſtles which were at Feruſalem, 
© heard that Samaria bad receivd the Word of God, they 
* ſent unto them Peter and John; Who when they were 
come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the 
_ * Holy Ghoſt, (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them; 
* only they were baptized in the Name of the Lord Jeſus. ) 
* Then laid they their Hands on them, and they receiy'd 
the Holy Ghoſt. And Chap. XIX. 5, 6. we are told that 


and his Inſtruction in the Goſpel, not from the other Apo- 
ſtles, but immediately from Chriſt himſelf, Gal. I. 12,16,17.) 
laid his Hands on ſome Epheſians, whom he had before ba- 
_ prized ; and that, when be had laid his Hands upon them, the 


them and the reſt of the Epheſians, Epheſ. I. 13. ſaying, In 
whom alſo after that ye believed, ye were ſealed with. that Holy 
Spirit of Promiſe, „ „„ 
So this was the ordinary ſettled way with all the Apo- 
ſtles. The Twelve were confirm 'd by the . the 
Holy Ghoſt upon them on the Day of Pentecoſt. The firſt 
Converts were confirm'd by the Prayer of the Apoſtles, 
without laying on of Hands, themſelves alſo praying With 
the Apoſtles, 44s IV. 31 *. And, no doubt, the Perſons 
confirm'd always pray d with thoſe that confirm'd them. 
The Caſe of St. Paul, who ſeems to have receiv'd the 
Grace of Confirmation before he was baptiz d, only by Ana- 
nias his putting his Hands on him, and telling him his Meſ- 
ſage from Chriſt, Ad, IX. 17; and the Caſe of Cornelius 
and his Company, who plainly receiv'd the ſame Grace be- 
fore Bapriſm, Chap. X. 44. only by their Faith in the Word 
ſpoken by Peter, Chap. XV. 9. Thoſe were extraordinary 
ales, and cannot concern uus. 
Ol both extraordinary Caſes, and of the ordinary Confic- 
mation of the Corinthians, the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Cor. XII. 13. 
( 2s ſhall more plainly appear Pare. Ill, Chap. 1.) in theſe 


Words, By one Spirit we are all bapriz'd into one Body, 


2 Then was fulfilled ze them the Premiſe, Chap, II. 38, 3 
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St. Paul ( who receivd both his Apoſtolical Commiſſion, 


Holy Ghoſt came on them. Of this, and of the like, he minds 
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Chap! 1. The Apoſtalick Confirmation, 3 Y 
« whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or | 
free 3 and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 
And of the ſame he ſpeaks, 1 Cor. I. 21, 22. O 3 440. 87. 
* Now he which confirmerh us with you in Chriſt, and bath 
anointed us, is God; who hath alſo ſealed us, and given 
© the Earneſt of the Spirit in our Hearts. Bo on 
We are to follow the ordinary ſettled Way, by the Prayet 
and Laying on of the Hands of the Apoſtles, and thoſe ro 
whom the Apoſtles gave their Power to confirm. If it, be 
objected againſt this being the ordinary ſettled Way, that 
it is not oftner ſpoken of in the Scripture; that is no reaſon 
of Doubt. For in three of the Goſpels there is no men- 
tion of Chriſt's baptizing any; and it is but once ſpoken 
of by St. Fohn. Yer there is no doubt that he cauſed his 
Diſciples to baptize all that came to him. So there is no 
doubt that the Laying on of Hands, now ſpoken of, was 
the ordinary ſettled way of Confirmation. ö 
And this was the Laying on of Hands, Heb. VI. . which 
is one of the firſt * Principles of the Doctrine of Chriſt, and a 
part of the Foundation, next to the Dectrine of Baptiſm ; 
| and cannot but be meant of Confirmation. For that was 
the great general part of the Foundarion next to Bapti/m, 
And if you read the Six firſt Verſes, you may find the ex- 
preſs Meaning of this Laying on of Hands; that the Au- 
thor of the Epiſtle refuſes to lay again the Foundation of 
Repentance from dead Works, and of Faith towards God; 
A of the Doctrine of Baptiſm, and of Laying on of Hands, 
: and of Reſurrection of the Dead, and of eternal Judg - 
J 


ment; becauſe, ir is impoſſible for thoſe who were once 

enlighren'd (by receiving the Faith) and have taſted of 

the Heavenly Gift (by Baptiſm, 7obn IV. 1, 10.) and 

were made Parrakers of the Holy Ghoſt (by Laying on 

of Hands) and have taſted the good Promiſes of the Word 

X of God, and the Powers of the World ro come (by the 

1 hope of the Reſurrection of. the Dead, and of eternal Judg- 

4 ment, Matt. XXII. 29. Epb. I. 18, 19, 20. Act, XXIV. 15.) 

if they ſhall fall away, to renew them again to N 5 

No other Laying on of Hands can reaſonably be thought 1 

to be there meant; that of Ordination was no part of the 4 

. | firſt Principles co be taugbt ro Babes, Chap. V. 12, 13. and 1 

„was built upon the Foundation of Confirmation, As VI3. 
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7 As for Laying on of Hands in Abſolution, altho it was 
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me Apoſtelich Conflemation; bert 1. 


vs'd in che Primitive Church, yet it is not found (only by 
ſome thought ro be) in the New Teſtament, Ly Hands 
ddenly on no Man, 1 Tim. V. 22. after Directions in the 


Verſes before concerning Elders that rule well, and an Ac- 
cufation againſt an Elder, and them ( particularly Flders ) 


bat fin notoriouſly, ought in all reaſon to be underſtood of 
Ordinarion, well known by Laying on of Hands, in both 


theſe Epiſtles, and in other places; and not of Abſolution, 
which is no where known in the Scripture to be given with 
this Ceremony, So Heb. VI, 2. Laying on Handi being 


one of the firſt Principles of the Foundation, and the being 


made Partakers of ' the Holy Ghoſt, being in the following 


Verſe reckon'd among the ſame Principles, that Laying on 
of Hands ought in all reaſon to be underſtood of Confirma- 


tion, well known, As VIII. and Chap. XIX. to be ad- 


miniſter d by .Laying on of Hands ; and not of Abſolution 


no where known in rhe Scripture to be pos thereby. 


Beſides, in Baptiſm is the Abſolution of the Founda- 


tion. Other Abſolution is for healing accidental Breaches ; 
as the Lord's Supper is for preſerving and ſtrengthning the 
Building. Other Laying on of Hands need not here be 


mention'd. way Q ; 
Therefore the Laying on of Hands, which is a part of 
the Foundation, is without doubt Confirmation. And be- 


ing a part of the Foundation, it is certainly ordain'd of God. 
He alone gives the Graces of his Holy Spirit. He alone 


therefore ordain'd the Means whereby they are given; 
whereby alſo they were Viſibly and Miraculouſly given. 


lis giving by that means Viſible and Miraculous Graces, 


was an abundant Declaration of his Will to have that 
a. . e 
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on 


or Manner of it. 


: Confirmation more diftin#ly confider d. The Form 


Fon che more diſtinct underſtanding what this Ordi- 


' nance of God was in the Time of the Apoſtles, 

there is to be conſider'd, )) 

1. The Form or Manner of it, 
2. The Grace given chereby. 


nd 


3, The 


ö 


_ * The Formor Manner of it. 5 
3. The End for which the Grace was given; and, | 
The Form or Manner of it is in the fore-cited relation 
out of Ad., VIII, thus, The Apoſtles *© Peter and Jobn 
prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghoſt, 
Thea laid they their Hands on them. 5 
The Apoſtles, or thoſe to whom the Apoſtles gave their 
Power, Tit. I. 5. prayed for them that were to be confirm d. 
that they might receive the Holy Ghoſt. Then they laid their 
Hands on them. This was done to the Samaritans by two 
Apoſtles. And the ſame was done to the Diſciples at E- 
pheſus by one Apoſtle, It is probable that Peter and John 
did not only pray together for the Congregation, bur alſo 
jointly laid their Hands on every one, as moſt. agreeable to 
Chriſt's Promiſe, when two or three are gathered together in h 
ame. thei ws ACh 8 . « "ex. 4 
1 pars Eu; be had wars for the Congregation, that they” 
migbt receive the Holy Ghoſt, then laid they their Hands on 
them. What is meant by their laying their Hands on them, 
is ſhew'd, Matt. XIX. 13, 15. There were brought unto 
him little Children, that he ſhould put his Hands on them 
and pray —— And he laid his Hands on them, Mark X. 
13, 16. it is, They brought young Children to him, that 
he ſhould touch them. He pur his Hands upon them, 
and bleſſed them. So by Chriſt's touching the Children, 
and by his laying his Hands on them, is meant his bleſſing 
them, or praying for them. The ſame therefore is meant by, 
the Apoſtles laying on their Hands. After they had prayed 
for the whole Congregation together, then they bleſſed or 
pray'd for every one ſeverally. The reaſon why laying on 
f Hands fignifies praying for, or bleſſing, is becauſe it was 
he accuſtom d natural Ceremony, or rather natural Motion 
f the Body, in bleſſing or praying for particular Perſons; 
u lifring up the Hands was in other Prayer, 1 Tim. II. 8. 
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to another the Gift of Healing, Sc. But to eyery <«. 
that was a true Believer, was given a bounteous Meaſure 


- *:Teſus'ftood'and cried, ſaying, If any man thirſt, let him 


= Scripture hath ſaid, out of his Belly ſhall flow rivers of 
_ © living water. But this ſpake he of the Spirit, which they | 


given thee living water. So in Baptiſm he gave living Wa- 
ter: In Confirmation after he was glorified, he gave more 
of the ſame Living Water flowing into diyers Streams, 
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1 | The 5 Grace given by Confirmation; ry ; ; 


the Apoſtles, or of thoſe ro whom rhe Apoſtles, gave 
Power to Confirm: It is ſaid 'of the Samaritans, And they 
receiv d the Holy Gheſt ; and of the Epbefian Diſciples, The 
Holy Ghoſt came on them, and they ſpake wi th Tongues," and 
propheſi:d. They did not all ſpeak with Tongues, on whom 


the Apoſtles laid their Hands, 1 Cor. XII. xe, 30. But that 
and divers other Gifts were ſcatterd among them, verſ. 8, 


Se. To one is given by the Spirit, the Word of Wiſdom ; | 
% another the Word of KRnowleage ( che ſame Spirit; 


of the Grace promis d by Chriſt ro all. Jen VII. 27, Ge. 


come to me and drink. He that believeth on me, as the 


. chat believe on him ſhould: receive: for the Holy Ghoſt 
* was not yer given, becauſe that Jeſus was not yer glorified, 
This was the Gift which all receiv d in Confirmation ; and 
was no other than a plentiful Increaſe of the Grace before 


receivd in Baptiſm. For Chap. 4. of the ſame Goſpel, when 
Feſus made and 8 more Diſciples than John, v. i. he 


ſays, v. 10. to a Woman of Samaria, If thou kneweſt the 
Gift of God, and who it is that ſaith ro thee, Give me to 
drink; thou wouldſt have askt of him, and he would have 


And they were Streams of Mater ſpringing up into everlaſtin 
har there might be N N ſufficient for this Grace, 
Cbap. XIV. 26. he ſays to his Diſciples, Bur the Comfor- 
ter, which is the Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father will ſend 
in my name, he ſhall teach you all things, and bring al 
* things ro your remembrance, wharſoever I have ſaid unto 
: you 's Thus he promis'd that the Holy Ghoſt, ta be give 
}-'-U 4 EEE EASE 0 4 af 8, MG #7 del 
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Chap. 3- by Confirmation. 7 


after his Aſcenſion; ſhonld reach them and all Chriſtians to 


underſtand, and help them to remember all rhings of his 


Word. 


As V. 30, Cc. St. Peter tells the Jews, that the Holy 
* Ghoſt, whom God hath given to them hat obey him, is 


with his Right Hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to 


Holy one, and ye know all things: and verſ. 27. The a- 
* nointing which ye have receiv d of him, abideth in you; 


- 


the Holy. Ghoſt given in Confirmation, 2 Cor. I. a1, 22. It 
cannot be meant that he taught them all things without the 


he did nor, only by ourward Miracles, but by the better 


ſtrengthnin 
Truth. 
rms | 

- notwithſtanding the Threatnings and Perlecutions of the 


then was the firſt Confirmation of the Believers; and up- 
on that they ſpake the word of God with boldneſs, Act IV. 31. 


another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever. So 
the Comforter to be given in Confirmation to all Chriſtians, 


| and to be further given in Ordination, 1 Tim. IV. 14, was 
to ſupply the place of Chriſt on Earth, after his Aſcenſion. 
He was a Comforter in all his Gifts and Graces, but more 
particularly in giving them Courage in Perſecutions, as is 


_ aforeſaid; in ſealing them for God's People, 2 Cor I. 22. in 
giving them the earneſt of their inheritance ; Chap. V. 5. 


That their Belief of the ſame might be fully confirm'd, 


© witneſs that God raiſed up Jeſus, and hath exalted bim 
* give repentance to I/rael, and forgiveneſs of Sins*. And 
1 Zehn II. 20, he ſays, * Ye have an Unction from the 


and you need not that any man teach you: But as the 
* {ame anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, 
and is no lie. The Unftion or Anointing was the Grace of 


g their Reaſon to apprehend the Proofs of the 
bey might have Courage to profeſs and teach it, 


World; when the Rulers of the Jews began to threaten, 


teaching of the Apoſtles, and other Miniſters of Chriſt; 

bes that he gave them infallible Aſſurance of the Truth of 
the whole Goſpel preach'd by the Apoſtles; ſo that they 
needed not any further Proof of it from Man. And this 


inward Miracles of healing the Blindneſs and Lamenels, 
and Sickneſs of rhe Soul; by purging with his ſpiritual Fire 
What he left unpurg d by the Bapriſm of Water, and by 


And that no Comfort might be wanting to them in their 

Perſecurions or other Troubles, John XIV. 15, 16. our 
Saviour ſaies to his Diſciples, If ye love me, leep my com- 
mandment s. And I will pray to the Father, and be ſhall give you 
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> wit 0 wie their ſpirit, chat 
ey were the children and heirs'of God, Rom. VIII. 16, 17. 
And this his ſealing them, and gi ing them the, Earneſt, 


uy 
* 


was not ſo much his giving them outward miraculovs. Gifts, 
were given to many that were ne- 
ver own d by Chrift, Mart. VII. 22, 23.) but his ſaying 
ro true Believers, Rll dong thou good and Faithful Servant, 
by his giving them a plenteous Increaſe of the Eiving Wa- 


Luke X. 20 (for tho 


ter of Sanctifying Grace; and again, PF their faithful 


' Ule of his Grace, by giving them further Increaſe more 
| and anore,, Mate, XIII. 12. John XV. = 5 25h og 
The Word Neggray]@ in the Original for Comforter, fig 


nifies alſo Exhorter, and Advocate. He was an Exhorter in 
teaching Chriſtians ro underſtand, 'and helping them ro re- 


member Chriſt's Word, as is aforeſaid ; and in giving to 
ſome. the Pift of Prophecy, 1 Cor. XII. 10. which was 


ſpeaking unto Men to edification, and exhortat jon, and com- 
fort, Chap. XIV. 3. „ „„ 9 W 


Hie was an Advocate for Chriſtians with God, and with 
Men; with God, by helping them to pray as they ought, 
Rom. VIII. 26; and with Men, by reaching Chriſtians what 
— ſay. when they were brought before Magiſtrates, Luke 


tote, e ht is t i 8 e e "hat the 


Gift of the Holy Ghoſt to be given after Chriſt's Aſcenfion - 
to the Apoſtles, and in Confirmation to all Chriſtians, was 


Sanctifying Grace, a rich Increaſe of the Water of ever- 


_ laſting Life before given in Baptiſm, flowing plenteouſly in 
all Chriſtian Actions, Eph. V. 9. and to that end helping 


them to underſtand and remember Chriſt's Word; confirm- 
ing their Belief of it; and giving them greater Courage to 
profeſs and teach it, notwithſtanding all the Threatnings 


and Perſecutions of the World; by rheſe Graces ſealing 
them for God's Children, and giving them the Earneſt of 
their Inheritance: And that the miraculous Powers given 
with this ſanctifying Gift, were only the Attendants of it, 
neceſſary for the turning both Jews and Heathens from the 
Keligions they receiv'd from their Forefathers, unto the 


Truth of the Goſpel. . . 
And as, 1 Cor. XII. it is plainly affirm'd that thoſe 


Powers were given to ſome one, and to others another; 
ſq there is reaſon to believe that the greater part of Chri- 


Kians had none of them, 
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their Profeſſion of the Go 


Chap. 3. =] Confirmation. © 9 


When rhe Holy Ghoft came down upon the Apoſtles, and 


—— 


upon a few of the firſt Fruits of the Gentiles, as the Com- 


pany of Cornelius, and about Twelve Diſciples at Epheſin; 


then it is ſaid that they ſpake with Tongues, _ But when 


rear Mulritudes receiv d the Gift, as the Congregation of 
lievers, Ad IV. and the Samaritans, Ch. VIII. there is 
not one word of their ſpeaking with Tongues, or of any 


other miraculous Power. 


Of the Congregation of Believers, 4. IV. it 1s ſaid,” 


verſi 31, 32. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 


and they ſpake the word of God with Boldneſs. And the 
multitude of them that believed were of one heart, and 
* of one ſoul: Neither ſaid any of them, that ought of the 


things which he poſſeſſed was his own, but they had all 
things common. So all that is affirmd of their being 
filld with the Holy Ghoſt, is that they were Confirm'd in 
| (pel, and in their Unity and Cha- 
rity which they were baptiz d into. Of the Apoſtles only 
it is ſaid, that with great Power they gave witneſs of the re- 
ñſurrection of the Lord Feſus. But there is no doubt but thar 
ſome of the Congregation which were fill'd with the Holy 


Ghoſt, had miraculous Powers given them, to fit them for 


Offices in the Church, as Stephen and Philip the Deacons. 


had; and that divers others had them, Nandi as God ſaw: 
fir, for the abundant teſtifying the Truth and 


mon ſaw that through laying on of the Apoſtles hands, the Holy 
Ghoſt was given. This be might (ee by hearing only ſome. 
of them ſpeak with Tongues. He might alſo. ſee, with- 
out miraculous Effects, ſuch a Change in the Countenance 


and Behaviour, as is the natural Effect of any one being, 


made better and wiſer than he was before. 
Every true Believer was certainly ſealed with the holy Spi- 


rit of promiſe, Eph, I. 13. And as many as God faw fir, had 


r the xcellency of 
the Goſpel, as the Daughters of Philip, Ads XXI. 9. 
Ot rhe Samaritans, Ad, VIII. it is ſaid, v. 18. When Si - 


miraculous Powers given them. And no more is to be un- 


gerftood of Signs following them ibat believe, Mark XVI. 17. 
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Which, without ſich Teftimony, wou | 
liev d by either Jews or Gentiles,” And when the Truth of 


Te End for which the __ Confirmation was 
2 given, © The Neceſſny of it. 


| — HE miraculous part of this Grace was given for the 
J eeſtifying the Truth of the mg 1's MAK XVI. 20. 
d not have been be- 


the Goſpel was ſufficiently manifeſted ro the World, then 
no more of that Part was given, And ſo it was but an At- 


tendant for a time of the other part; which was certainly 


given to enable Chriſtians to live up to the Goſpel, Epb. V. 9. 
that, as Chriſt came to reform the World, and to raiſe the 


| Law: unto Perfection, ſo his Diſciptes might have Grace to 


do what he requir d of them. _ 


That he came to raiſe the Law undd perfection, he reaches, 


Matth. V. And that his Diſciples might accordingly have 


more Grace, they were in Baptiſm born again of the Spirit, 


John III. 5. and therein received living water ſpringing up 
into everlaſting life, Ch. IV. 1, 10, 1 Bit cb. UI 


I. 37, Ge. 


Is is plainly told, that the Living Water of the Spirit to ſa- 
ttitefy fully the Believer's Thirſt, and to flow our of his Belly | 


into plentiful Streams of all Chriſtian Actions, was not to 
be given till Jeſus was glorified. And the Hiſtory of the 


Acts of the Apoſtles ſhews, that in the ordinary ſettled way, 
it was given only in Confirmation by Laying on of Hands. 
Until that Spirit was given, even the conſtant Arrendants Þ 
of Chriſt had not Grace ſufficient, either to underftand, or 
obey his Goſpel. John XIV. 26, he ſays unto them, The 

© Comforter which is the Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father 
will ſend in my name, he ſhall reach you all things, and 
bring all things to your remembrance, whatſoever. 1 have 

' *faid unto you. And Cb. XVI. 12, 13. I have many things 


* to lay unto you, bur ye cannot bear them now, ow be 


Lit, when he the Spirit of Truth is come, he will guide you 
into all Truth', So, before that Spirit came upon them, 


they. had not Grace to bear many things, even from Chriſt's 
own Mouth, nor ro underſtand duly what he ſaid to them. 
In which Underftanding they were ſo dull, that altho he 


| bad divers times told them of his riſing again from the Dead, 


OED (4 


Ch. 4+ _ Neceſſity of Confirmation. 1 
yet they could not believe it, till they ſaw it, and not ea- 
fily then. And it is much to be noted, that Peter, the moſt 
zealous of them, that was the moſt forward in a moſt ear- 
neſt Reſolution to dye with him, rather than deny him, 


Mark XIV. 29, Ge. yet neither in his Baptiſm, nor in the 
Lord's Supper receiv'd the ſame Night, had he receiv'd 


Grace ſufficient to go throngh with his good Reſolution, to 


forbear denying bis Lord ſo ſhamefully, and even with 


Curſing and Swearing, But he had not yet receiv'd that 
Grace of the Holy Ghoſt, which was to enable him to 


ſpeak, the word of God with boldneſs, Acts IV. 13, 31. And 


is moſt yehement Reſolution before, and his birrer weep- 
ing after, plainly ſhew, that his Sin was a Sin of Infirmiry. 


And very great Sins of Inficmity are recorded in the 


Scriprure of the beſt of Men, ſuch as cannot be imputed to 


Any thing, rather than the want of that Grace which wa 


8 for the Kingdom of Chrift, and to be given 1 
Confirmatien: How great was the want of Faith in te 
Father of all Believers, in denying his Wife, and ſufferig 
her to be ſeveral rimes taken from him, our of fear wherbe 
law no cauſe for it; and notwithſtanding the Aſſurances (od 
himſelf had given him of his Protection! What a up- 
poorer was Jacob in getting the Birth right, and the 3leſ- 


fing from his Brother, anc in making haſte to be ich!? 

"© Gen. XXX. 37. David, a Min after God's own Hear, and 
a Type .of Chriſt called the Son of David, of vhom, 
1 Kings XV. 5. it is affirmed, that he did that wich was 
right in the eyes of the Lord, and turned not aſide fom any 
thing that he commanded bim, all the days of his life, ſave on- 
y in the matter of Uriah the Hittite: Yer beſides hat mat - 

ter, be did theſe thi-gs: For the fooliſh Words of Nabal, he 


fully reſolv'd to ut to the ſword his numerou innocent 


Family, and hadturely done it, if he had not ben ſtayd in 
his way by the great Wiſdom of Abigail. Aid that Re» 
venge was no more than what was expected upon ſuch an 
Occaſion. Sam. XXV. 17. the Servant ſaid to Abigail, 
| hriow. and inſider what thou wilt do: for eul is determined 

againſt oy maſter, and againſt all his houſtpld. David ſo 
| far forp bimſelf in numbring the People without colle- 
Qing xe Offering appointed by the Law, Exod. XXX, 12. 
as bythat Neglect to bring a Peſtilence upon them. And 
by b Fondnels he ruin'd his Son Adonij ab, and probably o- 


thes of his Children. Other great Crimes are recorded of 


bee, whom the holy Scriptüre teſtifies to be righteous 
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12 The End and Neceſſity of Confirmation, Part l. 
Men, And the unnatural Sins of Polygamy, and Divorces 
for inſufficient Cauſes, were tolerated by the Law, for the 
Hardneſs of their Hearts, that is, their not having Grace 
ſufficiett_ro forſake thoſe Sins. 
I hbe reaſon why they were accounted righreous, that 
were guilty of ſo great Crimes, is, God knew what Grace 
be gave them; and he requird no more than he gave. 
So from the Fall of mankind till the giving of the Holy 
Ghoſt in Confirmation, there was no due Reformation in 
the Church, And the End for. which the Grace of Confir- 
mation was given, was to enable Chriſtians to live up to 
the Goſpel, as became the Honour of Chriſts Kingdom. 
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Wo were to be Confirm'd.. The Want of Conf . 
ion not ſupplied by the Lord's Supper, The Confir= 
| nation of Hypocrites null. 92155 325 ; 


Nite Promiſes of che Grace, Chriſt ſaies, John VII. 37. 


I} any man thirſt, let him come to me and drink. He 


that bljeverh on me, &c. Ch. XIV. 15, 16. F ye love me, 


| keep m Commandments. _ Ani IT will £0 the Father, & c. 


And A II. 38. Peter ſais to the Jews and Proſelytes 
that belky'd his Word, Rent, and be Baptized every one 


of you in. the name of Feſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of Sins, 


and ye ſſall receive the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, _ 


When he Grace was receivd (it. the ordinary ſettled 

way) it i;{aid of the Samaritans, Act, VIII. They bad re- 

ceived the vord of God: they were baptizel in the name of 
the Lord eu. The ſame in effect is ſaid of che Diſciples 


/// oa ann ond 
They therefore who were to be Confirm were thoſe 


that did repent, and believe rhe Goſpel, anc were Bap- 
tized 5 and conequently were inftructed in wha they were 
to believe and co. The Caſe of Cornelius and \ls Com- | 


» # 


pany. is conſider d Ch. I. 


' There is nothing to be found in the N Conz 


. fAirming Infants, alſho' it is always practis d by the Zreek 


Church; nor of Confirming Children before they coul un- 
derſtand the Duty of Chriſtians, as has been done in yg. 


"Ther. 


land, and other Parts. 
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Ch.5s: Who were to be Confirn'd . 


; There is indeed little doubt, but that in the Congrega- | 
tion of Believers, 48s IV. who are all ſaid to be fill d *F 
> with the Holy Ghoſt, there were Infants in their Mothers = 

| or Nurſes Arms *. But they were all filid with the Holy i 
: Ghoſ#, is affirmd only of thoſe that bad pray'd, not of — 


ſuch Children as had not Underſtanding to pray with them. = 
In the Confirmation of the Samaritans. there is no more | } 
4 mention of excepting Infants, than there was in Baptizing 
1 them. They that were Baptized in the Name of the Lora 
- Jeſus, were Confirm'd. But this muſt be underſtood only 
ö of ſuch Baptized Perſons as were to be Confirm'd : As 
| when, Math. XXVIII. Chrift ſaies, Go and teach all na- 
tions, Baptizing them ; he means, Teach thoſe that are ca- 
ps of teaching; and Baptize thoſe that are to be Bap- 
n 3 
Whatever elſe may be ſaid in this Caſe, it is to be an- 
ſwer' d, that there is expreſs Authority in Scriprure for Ba- . 
ptizing Infants, but none for Confirming them. 1 
As for the Lord's Supper ſupplying the want of Confir- 
| mation, as ſome now think: They that believe Confirma- 
| tion to be an Ordinance of Man, may think ſo. Bur that 
others alſo may not be in the ſame Errour, it is expedient 
| for them to conſider, that there is not ſo much as any 
» F thing of pretence for it to be found in the Scriprure, Bur 
Pon the contrary, how much did the Apoſtles themſelves, 
S Matth. XXVI. 31. and even Peter, the moſt zealous of 
them, want the Grace of Confirmation, the ſame Night. 
| Þ after their partaking of chat holy Sacrament! And their 
3 | firſt Converts, after their receiving that Sacrament, As II. 
43, 46, did receive the Grace of Confirmation, by the 
f Prayer of the Apoſtles and Congregation, Ch. IV. 31 
1 Altho' the Lord's Supper is a Means and Pledge of all 


i ke Benefits of Chriſt's Death yet it is upon condition of 
2 our ufing all other means. It will not ſupply the want of d 
„ I Baptiſm, or of daily Prayer, or of continual Learving the | 
e Word. So it will not ſupply the want of Confirmation. 
. In the Lord's Supper we remember Chriſt's Death ſeal- 


ing the New Teſtament. And this can give us the Hope 
af receiving the Benefits of the New Teſtament, no other- 
1 wiſe than by our performing all that is required of us in 

the New Teftamenr, for the obtaining of the ſame Benefits. 
It cannot give us now what is to be receivd at another 
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Fho dere to be Confirn'd. part I 


1 
nme, and by other Means; but only a Righ 


the Means is usd: And ir does moſt ſtricꝭ 


' uſe the ſame Means, as being requir d in the New Teſta- 


ment ſeal'd by Chriſt's Blood. 


' Therefore all that can be ſaid in this Caſe is, to thoſe 3 


that are ready and defirous to be Confirm'd, the Lord's Sup- 


r ſeals che Aſſurance of their receiving the Promiſe of 


firmation, when they are Confirm'd. 


It an thing ever ſupply'd the Want of Confirmation, it 1 


was Ordination. For therein, by the Prayer and Laying 


on. of the Hands of the Apoſtles and Biſhops, the Holy þ 
Ghoſt was and is given for the Work of the Miniſtry, 


* 


1 Tim. IV. 14. 2 Tim. I. 6, 7. part of which Work is an 
exemplary Life. And the Apoſtles and St. Paul receiv. d the 


Holy Ghoſt for their Confirmation, when they receiv'd him 


for their Ordination. But when the Apoſtles ordain'd o- ! 
thers, 48, VI. 3, we read how for the Office of Deacons | 
they requir'd ſuch as had before receiv'd the Grace of Con- 


firmation. And the Directions which St. Paul gives, 1 Tim. III. 


Tit. I. and Ch, II. for the Choice of Biſhops or Elders, and 
Deacons, muſt ſuppoſe them to have been Confirm'd as 
well as Baptizd, both being of the foundation of the do- 
Erine of Chriſt, Heb. VI. 2. Therefore, as in the ordinary 


ſettled way of Confirmation, the Grace thereof was built 
upon the Grace of Baptiſm : So the Grace receiv'd in the 


ordinary ſettled way of Ordination, was built upon the; 
Grace of Confirmation, as in all reaſon it ought to be. 
There is one other Queſtion needful to be reſolvd, Whe- Þ 


ther Hypocrites, who were unworthily Confirm'd without 
any Benefit, might, upon their true Repentance, be Con- 
C EE CCF 

They indeed had Hands laid on them, with Prayer and 
Bleſſing: Bur they were not Confirm'd. And what was to 
be done to them, when they truly repented, is intimated in 
St. Paul's Queſtion to the Diſciples at Epheſus, Acts XIX. 2. 

Have ye receiv'd the Holy Ghoſt ſince ye believed? 

Thoſe Hypocrites therefore, when they truly repented, 
were to receive, by the Prayer and Laying on of the Hands 


of the Apoſtles or Biſhops, What they had nor receiv'd 


o 
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p- The Sum of the Firſt Part. 

of 5 FR TE ls 

. T has now been ſufficiently ſhew'd, what Confirmation 

it was in the Days of the Apoſtles; That they who were 

ing inſtructed in the Knowledge of the Goſpel, and did believe 

oly the ſame, and repent, and were Baptiz d; they by the Prayer 

try, and Laying on of the Hands of one or more Apoſtles or 
Biſhops, receiv'd a plenteous Increaſe of rhe Grace of the 

he Holy Ghoſt that was given before in Baptiſm; to enable 

oY them better ro underſtand, and remember, and live accor- 

o- 


ding to Chriſt's Word; and to confirm their Belief of it; 
ons and to give them greater Boldneſs to profeſs it, notwith- 
on- ſtanding the Threatnings and Perſecutions of their Enemies: 
to the end, that as Chriſt requires higher Degrees of Holi- 
and neſs than were before required, ſo his Diſciples might have 


1 as Grace to do as he expected from them. This Grace was 


do- the Seal of God's Children, and the Earneſt of their Inhe- 
nary Þ cirance, And together with this Grace, there were given to 
Many miraculous Gifts, then neceſſary for the teſtify ing the 
the Truth of the Goſpel, and to fit Men for holy Employ ments 
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The Szcond Fart. 


That the. ſame Confirmation that was in the 
Days of the Apoſtles, is ordain'd of God 
to continue to the End of the World. 
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HEY that allow not the Continuance of this 
holy Ordinance, alledg that the Apoſtolick 
Confirmation was only a perſonal Privilege, 
and to ceaſe when miraculous Inſpirations did 
not accompany it. But this their Saying is 
only a Pretence without Proof, It ſhall there- 

fore be plainly proved, that the ſame Confirmation for rhe 

Subſtance of it, that was in the Days of the Apoſtles, is or- 
dain'd of God to continue to the End of the World. The 
ſame that every Chriſtian then receiv'd in the ordinary way, 

is ordain d to continue for ever; altho not the miraculous 

Attendant of it, which was given only to ſome, and was 


to continue no longer than the Occaſon of it laſted. 


If it were only for miraculous Gifts, then it ſhould ceaſe 
when they ceaſed; as well as the Anointing with Oil for 
the miraculous Cure of the Sick. SO To 
But the Deſign of it being for the Encreaſe of SanCtify- 
ing Grace, and for the Strengthning of Chriſtians againſt 
the Threatnings and Perſecutions of the World; this * 
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Cheap 8. Confratatton ove of the funden td. x5 


not but continue as long as Baptiaed Chriſtians need En- 


creaſe of Grace, and of Strength againſt Temptations. 

There is no mention in the Scriprure; nor ground in Rea- 
ſon of. the ceafing of this Ordinance. Chriſtians do ſtill 
piſh Perſecyrions are As fierce, and as cruel is thoſe of the 
eathen were. And they that will live Godly in Chriſt 
Jeſus, whereſoever they live, muſt expect tlie ill Will — 
Perſecutions of Worldly Merr. | 


Therefore Chrift's Promiſe, Math, XXV1IL. 20. to be with 4 


is Miniſters gb even unto the end of the World: in their 
teaching Chriſtians to obſerve all thihgs .wbatſoever be hath 
commanded; muſt be underftood of his being with them in 
their reaching and adminiftrinz Confirmation, as one of the 


things he has commanded (although after that Promiſe ) 


| when and towſoever he commanded it, and as one of the 
Means of Grace, whiereby he enables vis to perform all His 
| Commandments; ee ee 
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continue for ever, 


N L on of Handi 5; Heb. VI. 2. one of the fift(ch. V. 
L 12.) Principles, and a : 


part of #he Foundation of the 


| boctrine of Cbriſt; and placd with Baptiſm; in the ſame 
rank with Repentance and Faith on the one fide, and Reſur- 


[ 


need all the means of Grace as much as Ever they did, Po- 


rection of the Dead and eternal Fudgmend on the other. } And 


therefore ir is without doubt to continue to the end of the 
[World ; as well as thoſe other Principles and Parts of the 


ſame Foundation. 


when miraculous Gifts ceas d, may as well ſay the preach- 


to ceaſe. For Mark XVI. 15, Ge. Ch ' 
' Preach the Goſpel to every Creature, He that believerh 
and is baprized, ſhall be ſaved : But be chat believeth not 
ſhall be damned. And theſe Sigtis fhall follow them that 
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ing of the Goſpel, and Faith, and Bapriſtti were alſs then 
rift ſays to his Apoſtles, 


They therefore who would have Confitination to ceaſe 


lire 
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18 Tue Grace of Confirmatlon Part Il. 
n « believe ; In my Name ſhall they caſt our Devils, they 
1 * ſhall ſpeak with new Tongues, Ge. 1 8 
\ The Grace of Confirmation promis d to all Cbriſtiant to | 

| the end of the World; and declar'd in the Scripture to 
tin by Laying on of Hande. 3 


4 His is another unanſwerable Proof of the continuance 

ol this Ordinance for erer. 

_ Thar there is ſuch a Promiſe, and that the Grace pro.“ 

miſed, is declar d to be given (in the Ordinary Way) on- 

ly in Confirmation by Laying on of Hands, is ſo plain in 

the New Teſtament, as that nothing can be more viſible; 

how many ſoever there be, whoſe Eyes God has not open d 

to ſee it. „ b 1 

For the Promiſe: When Fobn Baptized with the Bap. 

tiſm of Repentance for the Remiſſion of Sins, ſaying unto 

-* the people, That they ſhould believe on him which ſhould 

come after bim, Acts XIX. 4. and ſo Baptizing them in| 

© the Name of Chriſt : He br that Chriſt ſhould Bap. 

© rize them with the Holy Ghoſt, Matth. III. ii. 

Þ 3 1 55 eons, jo, F own Name, with thei 

e ptiſm. ay in as John - Re | „ for the Kin : 

dom of Heaven 3s at band, Matth. III. 2, Ch. IV. 17. and tal 4 

ing the People to believe on bim, as John had fore warned 

them, he ſaid John VIL 37, 38, If any Man thirſt, lei 

b * him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me. 

las the Scripture hath ſaid, out of his Belly ſhall flow Ri 

"© versof Living Water. In the next Verſe it is added, Bu 

© this ſpake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on bin 

_  * ſhould receive: For the Holy Ghoſt was not yer given 

t becauſe that Jeſus was nor yet r 

And ch. 14, ſpeaking to his Diſciples of his going to hi 

Father's Houle, to prepare a Place for them, and his coming 

again to receive them, he ſays ver. 16. I will pray the Father 

j p and be ſhall give you another Comforter, that he may abidf 

= with you for ever. Which abiding fer ever f another. Con- 

{1 h farter muſt be underſtood of all the time of his. bodily ab- 
1 -lence, from them, and -im dhe chief meaning of his Pro 


* 


— 


chap 4: : Promis d to all, 19 


C miſe, Matth. XXVIII. 20. Lo I am with ven alway even unt 
ile end of. the World. . Ws Ne 955 wr cd 
And when after he was Glorified, his Apoſtles Baprized 


l. 


10 
e to 
n- 


| 0N- BY he may abide with you for ever. 
m un Now it is very plain that theſe Promiſes of the Holy 


Pp 


Was glorified. Yer all that were Baprized by them, were 
 Bay-BEichour doubt born again of the Spirit, John Ill. 5. did 
Wink of the living water, ch. IV. 10. 14; by the Holy Spirit 
"Ws working effectually, and increaſing in them that Re- 
& Fentance and Faith, which in their Baptiſm they profeſs'd,. 
be Apoſtles had alſo power to beal the fick, cleanſe the le- 
ers, raiſe the dead, caſt out Devils, Matih. X. 18. The 
tventy likewiſe had Power to heal the fich and caſt out De- 
„ Luke X. 19.17. Others alſo had ſuch power, ch. IX. 
. 59. Bur none of them had then the Comforrer z who 


f = $ not to come till Chriſt departed, Fobu XVI. 7. 
* lite the Diſcipline of Jeſus Chriſt, with the Baptiſm that he commanded 
ro hi Nome of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghiff. - 

- ab the Baptiſm of Chrift and of John was not only in the Name of _ as is 
COMIN} re bend, bt alſo in the Name of the Father; and of the Yon, and of the Holy 
Fat ber . For thereby the Baptized were given up to the Repentance and Faith com- 
oy abide en the Farber, and taught by the Holy Ghoſt in the month of Chriſt, 

eu. 1. 14, 15. 18. and of John; ch. 15, 16, 17, ad to be more fully 


it by the Holy Ghoſt, i Chriſt's Aſcenſion, | 


ND TE HEAR TOS e 1 


20 . The Grace of Confirmation Part tf. 
Nor were thoſe promiſes fulfill'd in the Baptiſm of the 
Apoftles : Wherein alſo was without doubt the new Birth 
of the Holy Spirit which appear'd by the fruits of the Spirit 
A, II. 42- to the end. For as they Baptiz d with the ſame 
Bapriſm that Chriſt and Fobn Bapriz'd with; and promis'd 

; again the ſame Gift of the Holy Ghoſt ro thoſe that they 
Baptiz d, as it is juſt now ſhew'd : So that Gift was never 

| given, except in extraordinary caſes, F but in Confirmation] 
after Bapriſm, Thoſe very perſons ro whom St. Peter pro. 

mis d that Gift, receiv'd it fome time after their Bapriim 
by a Prayer which muſt be ſuppos d to be offer'd by the 
les, but then the firſt time without Laying on « 
Hands. And when they had prayed, the place was ſhaken 
* where they were aſſembled together; and they were all 
© fled with the Holy Ghoſt, Ad, IV. 31. as when the A 
* poſtles were fill'd, there came a ſound from heaven, as «ff 
4 / TOTO : 
Chap. VIII. ir is plainly affirmd that the Holy Ghollif 
was fallen upon none of the Samaritans that were Bapriz' 
until they were Confirm'd by the Prayer and laying on of 
| the hands of Peter and John, and that then they receiv'd 11 


JJ dd eg | 
And ch. XIX. it is affirm'd of the Epheſian Diſciples Bay 
tiz d by Paul, that when (after Baprilm ) Paul had laid l 
| bands upon them, the Holy Ghoſt came on them. And ( 
Prayer and Laying on of Hands was the Sert'd Ordina 
Way with all the Apoſtles, and firmly Ratified by God's 
ſible giving his Holy Spirit thereby. 8 
Ihe reaſon why St. Paul Baptized thoſe that had bei. 
Baptizd with rhe Baptiſm of Fobn, was becauſe by the 
| having never heard of the Holy Ghoſt (Matth. III. 1, 
and probably by ſome further account of their Baptiſm, , 
| knew that they had not the true Baptiſm of Fobn.*. Other 
[ wiſe Fohn's: Baptiſm being in rhe Name of Chriſt, and 
un the very ſame with the Baptiſm of Chrift, in his own Nan 
1 az is before ſhew'd, he would not have Baptiz d them aga 
uw They ſeem to be Confirm'd immediately after their Ba 
rim: As the Holy Ghoſt deſcended on Chriſt, nor in 
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F The true Baptiſm of John ended with his Doath, Mark I. 14. For lil 

| niſtry was to precl / m the Coming of Chriſt, and to ſhaw him to the People, Joh 
And as the Apoſiles long afier both the Death of John, and Chriſi's giving this 

| fower of Baptiz.ing to his Apoſtles, preached John's Baptiſm: So h, or ö 
bedy elſe might Baptis e theſe Diſciples with the ſame baptiſs; © 


i 


ap. 4 Pirmiod in I. 2177 
Þapriſm, but when he was praying after he was Baptiz d 


tt. 


the Lale III. 21. 

th BY And now. what can be plainer in the Holy Scripture, 
bir ban both the Promiſe of a ſpecial bounteous Increaſe of the 
ame race of the Holy Spirit, to all Chriſtians to the end of the 
nis d World, and alſo rhe Fulfilling of the ſame Promiſe, in the 
they Prdinary way, only in Confirmation wich Laying on of 
eve A a hey! Is ATM a 
ation Therefore it is, that Laying on of hands is Heb. VI. 2. one of 
pro-Whe Principles of the Doctrine of Chriſt next to Baptiſm, Which 
Lim BY aying on of hands has alſo, in the beginning of this Diſ- 
y theſWourſe, been fully ſhew'd to be meant of Confirmation. 
n oY So the Holy Scriprures teach, as fully, and as plainly 
1akeniis can be defir'd, Thar Confirmation by the Prayer and Lays 
re alſhg on of the Hands of the Apoſtles and their Succeflors, 
he AW Ordaind to continue unto the end of the World. 
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There are ſubtil ways of wreſting the Senſe of the plain- 
Words, but we muſt learn to diſtinguiſh between ſuch - 
brilties and true Reaſonings. LEE OS 3 
What is to be ſaid of the Opinion of thoſe who think the 
ant of Confirmation is ſupplied by the Lord's Supper, is 
fore ſhew'd, Part I. cb. T7. e 


3 


ht or Mis IV. 
Confirmation Commanded, © 


may be after all thou wilt ſay, Where is Confirmation 


— 4 : —— — 


*S "4 


ad by commanded in the Scriprure ? Ir is commanded Heb, VI. 2, 
J uch being made one of the firſt (ch. V. 12.) Principles of the Doc- 
7H "Wor of Chriſt, It is alſo commanded 48: VTi. and eh. i 9. by 


ng made the only ordinary Means of our receiving an 
ſtimable Grace, as is ſhew'd in the foregoing Chapter. 
d it muſt be a great Sin of Unthank ſulneſs, and deſpiſing 
Grace of God, to neglect the means whereby he gives 
But wilt thou be ſuch a Fool, as to loſe an Ineſtimable 
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alure,only for want of a reverent coming for it? 


For but 
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22 The Doctrine of the] Primitive Part ll. 
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We Dofrine of the Primitive Church concerning 


— 


Ins 


* 


_ 


the Primirive Church 3 any Truth, we need not 
expect to find it in the Writings o 3 


2 


ſhall paſs by the Teſtimonies of the Age next the Apoſtle; 
becauſe, although they are not to be rejected, yet are liabl 


to exception or doubt. The Chriſtians of that Age mig 
very well be contented with what they were plainly raugh_n © 
in the Writings of the Apoſtles cheirtiAves, frequently ſet Z 
ing the miraculous effects of Confirmation, which were the 
Here ſhall be produc'd none but undoubted Teſtimonie © 
Wherein, that the true Senſe of the Fathers may appe s, 
their Original Words ſhall be ſer with a Tranſlation, 4* 
near as may be, word for wore . 
Tertullian, who liv'd in the. ſecond Century, and wo, 

in the beginning of the third, in his fixth Chapter of BA, 
tilm, ſays, Dehinc manus imponitur advocans 8 invitaWcr 
Spiritum Sanctum. After Baptiſm the hand is laid on, : 
call and invite the Holy Ghoſt. And in his eighth Chap - 
ok the Fleſh, he ſays, Caro manus impoſitione adumbt . 1 
tur ut anima Spiritu illuminetur. The Fleſh is ſhadowr T. 
by the laying on of the hand, that the Soul may be illuni ſig 
E/ NM@=©ATAST 1 
Cornelius 'Biſhop of Rome, about the middle of the thi. 
Century, wrote the Epiſtle, part of which is in the ſ in 
Book, ch 43 of Euſebius's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. In wii P 


Epiſtle, concerning Novatus,who was Baptized in his Sickne 


Chap. 5- Church concerning Confirmation. 23 
are theſe words, Q alu 8e N W 1 Da ad vie 
er, Jr xt xe 1 Top ms ian Ng Mb 7% 75 
| bas N 6TI7%0Tv. TT 5 wi TvIdv, , ay Te 


ep22 Has Vo Te T7 
%% Hahn. fm; And truly after he eicaped the Diſ- 
Z *eaſc,he did not obtain that which remained for him to re- 
ceeive according to the Canon of the Church, the Sealing 
*alſo by the Biſhop ; and having not obtained that, how 
«did he obtain the Holy Ghoſt? | 4 
St. Cyprian, about the ſame time, wrote in his Epiſtle to 
Jubaian, Quod deerat, id a Petro & Johanne factum eft, 
2 * ut oratione pro eis habita, & manu impoſita, invocaretur, 
& infundererur ſuper eos Spiritus Sanctus. Quod nunc 
© quoque apud nos geritur, ut qui in Ecclefia Baprizantur, 
2 * prepoſitis Eccleſiæ offerantur, & per noſtram orationem, 
adac manus impoſitionem Spiritum Sanctum conſequantur. 
That which was wanting, was done by Peter and Jahn, 
chat by Prayer for them, and laying on the hand, the Hol 
ng © Ghoſt might be called, and pour'd upon them. Which 
ben ching is alſo now done among us, that they which are Bap- 
= © rizd in the Church, may be brought to the Governours of 
the Church, and by our Prayer and laying on of the hand, 
yl © obrain che Holy Got. 0” 
=, The Council of Arelate or Orleance about the year 326, 
ig Canon 8, decreed concerning rebaptizing the Arians, thus, 
Si ad Eecleſiam aliqui, de hac hæreſi venerim, interrogent 
er © eos noſtræ fidei Sacerdotes Symbolum. Et ſi perviderint in 
£8 © Parte, &e Filio, & Spiritu Sancto eos Baptizatos, manus eis 
tantum imponatur ut accipiant Spiritum Sanctum. If 
iel any ſhall come to the Church from this hereſie, let the 
Prieſts ask them the Creed of our Faith. And if they ſhall 
find them to be Baptiz d in the Name of the Father, and | 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, let only the hand be 1 
laid upon them, that they may receive the Holy Ghoſt, 1-2 
The Council of Laodicea in the year 367, Canon 48, de- 
creed thus, AG? me euwnCopres wer? 7 bamnoun Ned 
' Xelopan invegio, 2) wrlxus var is Gamble Ts O 
The Baptized muſt after Bapriſm be anoinred with the hea- 
* venly anointing, and be Partakers of the Kingdom of God, 
© The words ariointed and anointing are Scripture words to 
I fgnifie the Grace of Confirmation, 2 Cor. I. 21. 1 John 


e this St. Ambroſe, who was Biſhop of Millain in the year 373, - 
e ſul in bis Comment on Heb, VI. writes, Impoſitionis manuum 
wi per quam Spiritus Sanctus accipi poſſe credirur : Quod poſt. . 
ick. . Baptiſaum, 


n 


144 The Dottrine of the Primitive Part Il. 
_ © Yaptiſmium,ad Confirmarionem uniraris in Eccleſia, Chriſti 
„ ponrificibus fiefi ſoſer.. © Of laying on of hands, by which 
it is believed the Holy Spirit may be received: Which is 
© wont to be done after Baptiſm by Chriſt's Biſhops for the 
confirmation of unity in the Churer. 
And in his third Book of the Sacrament, ch. I. Poſt 
ſontem ſupereſt ut perfectio fiat, quando ad invocationem 
* Sacerdotis N Sanctus infunditur, ſpiritus ſapientiæ & 
intellectus, Spiritus conſilii atque virrutis, Spiritus cogni- 
©tjonis ac pietatis, Spiritus ſancti timoris. After the Font 
it remains that Perfection be made, when at the Prayer of 
_ © the Prieft the Holy Spirit is pour d in, the Spirit of Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Underſtanding, the Spirit of Counſel and Virtue, 
* the Spirit of Knowledge and Godlineſs, and the Spirit 
By the Prieſt he means the Biſhop, as appears by his ſay- 
ing "the ſame is wont to be done by Chriſt's Biſhops: hs 
we Teſtament the High Prieſt is uſually call d the 
Prieſt. be. Ns „ SR. I gs mt 1” 
I St. Ferom, who alſo liv'd in the ſame Age, in his Dia- 


logue againſt tlie Luciferians, has theſe Words, 


 .Luciferianus dicit, ——* An nefas etiam 


| n Eccleharum hunc 
'$ efſe morem, ut Baptizaris poſtea manus imponantur, & 
(ita inyocerur Spiritus Sanctus? Exigis ubi ſcriptum fir'? In 
Actibus Apoſtolorum. Etiamſi Scripturæ auRaritas/ non 
ſubeſſet, totius orbis in hanc partem conſenſus inſtar præ- 


2 r 3 

* farum conſuetudinem, ut ad eos qui longe in minoribus 
* tirbibus per. presbyteros & diaconos Baptizati ſunt, E- 
x pilcopus, ad invocationem Sancti Spiritus, manum impo- 
— ö, ß ˙» ĩ˙ Sr ICN 
© Quod ſi hoc loco quæris, quare in Eccleſia Baptizatus, 
* nifi per manus Epiſcopi, non accipiat Spirirxum Sanctum; 
* quem nos aſſerimus in vero Baptiſmate tribui: Diſce hanc 
obſervationem ex ea authoritate deſcendere, quod poſt Aſ- 


cenſum Domini Spirit us Sanctus ad Apoſtolos deſcendit. 


Et multis in locis idem factitatum reperimus, ad honorem 
* potius Sacerdorii, quam ad lepis neceſſitatem. Alioqui, 
ti ad Epiſcopi tantum imprecationem Spiritus Sanctus defluir, 
lugendi ſunt qui in vinculis, aut in caſtellis, aut in remotiori- 
bus locis per presbyteros & Diaconos Baptizati ante dormie- 
* runt, quam ab Epiſcopis inviſerentur. ' Ecclefiz ſalus in 
ſummi Sacerdotis dignitate pender: Cui ſi non * 


2; 
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rthodoxus dicit, Non quidem abnuo hanc eſſe -Eccle- 


pg: Church concerning Confirmation. 25 
adam, & ab omnibus eminens derur poteſtas, tot in Eccle- 
eis effcientur ſchiſmara, quot Sacerdotes. Inde venit, ut 
7 « gne chriſmate, & Epiſcopi juſſione, neque Ptesbyter neque 
men neceſſitas cogit, ſcimus etiam licere laicis. Ut enim 
L accipit quis, ita & dare poteſt: Niſi forte eunuchus à Phi- 
ippo Diacono Baptizatus, ſine Spiritu Sancto fuiſſe creden- 
dss eſt: De quo Scriptura ita loquitur, Et deſcenderunt am- 


© bo in aquam, & Baptizavit eum Philippus: Et cum aſcende- 
© ;unt ab aqua, Spiritus ſanctus vent in eunuchum. FE 
The Lyciferian (ays,-*-* Doſt thou not Know that this is 


” 


15 


Doſt thou demand where is it written? In the Acts of the 
+ Apoſtles. And if there were not Authority of Scripture 


have the force of a Commandment. 


ebe Orthodox ſays, I do not indeed deny this to be the 
practice of the Churches, that to thoſe who have been 


. « Bapriz'd far off in the leſſer Cities by the Presbyters and 


3 
: 
ES of 


ic calling upon them the Holy Ghoſt — 


In the Church does not, but by the hands of the Biſhop, re- 
on J ceive the Holy Ghoſt, whom we affirm to be given in true 
x: haptiſm: + underſtand that this Obſervarion comes from 
bis Authority, that after the Aſcenſion of our Lord, the Holy 
le- Gboſt came down upon the Apoſtles, And in many places 
ms we find the ſame practis d rather for the honour of the Prieſt. 
E= hood, than for rhe neceſſities of the Law. Otberwiſe if the 
Holy Ghoſt floweth down only at the Prayer of the Biſhop, 


they are to be lamented, who being Bapriz'd by the Presby- 


laces, have flepr before they could be viſited by the Biſhop. 
anc he good eſtate of che Church depends upon the Dignity of 
AC Wi high Prieſt: To whom if there be nor given by all a cer- 
dir, Main Go ular and eminent Power, there will be made as 


either Presbyter nor Deacon has the right of Baptizing. 


— 
* 


nie- — ä R PE as 
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7 © Djaconus jus habeart Baptizandi. Quod frequenter, ſi ta- 


© « the manner of the Churches, that upon the Baptized bands 
ate afterwards laid, and ſo the Holy Ghoſt is called in? 


for it, the conſent of the whole World in this matter would 


Deacons, the Biſhop goes forth to lay on his hand, for the 


But if you ask in this matter, why he that is Baptiz d in Z 


ers and Deacons in bonds, or in Caſtles, or in far diſtant 


any Schiſms in the Church, as Prieſts. Thence it comes 
hat, withour the anoinring and appointment of the Biſhop, - 


Vhich, if ſo be that neceſſity compels, we know to be often 


6 Bu... ww - 


26 The Dottrine of the Primitive Part Il 
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allow'd even to Lay- men. For as any one receives, ſo 
be can alſo give: Unleſs perhaps the Eunuch Baprized by 
Philip the Deacon, muſt be believed to be without the Ho- 


ly Ghoft ; of whom the Scripture thus ſpeaks, And they went 


down both into the water, and Philip Baprized bim: And when 
tbey came up out of the water, the Holy Ghoſt came upcn the 
Enznch, e rh aa e wa nos 
was needful to tranſcribe ſo much, that it may appear 
what St. Ferom means by, rather for the honour of the Prieſt- 
hood, than for the Neceſſity of the Law. He cannot mean 


thar Confirmation by the Biſhop is not neceſſary: Which he 


affirms ro, come from the Authority of the Holy Ghoft's de- 
ſcent upon the Apoſtles. And how from that Authority, 


but by our Saviour's promiſing that the Holy Ghoſt the Com- 


forter ſhall abide in rhe Church for ever, and by his giving 
the ſame Comforter, only by the Prayer and Laying on of 


the hands of his Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors the Biſhops? | 
His giving by that means only (in the ordinary way] a ipe- | 
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cial Comfortable increaſe of the Grace of the Holy Ghoſt E. 


| ven before in Baptiſm, © : 
But Sr, Jerom means that in many places Chriſtians be.. 


lieved the power of Laying on of hands in Confirmation to 


be given only ro Biſhops, and no other Miniſters, not abſo- 
_ tucely, bur for the ſupport of that their honour and dignity, Þ 
on which the good eſtate of rhe Chürch depends; And that 


he did not believe the neceſſity of rhe Biſhop's Laying on his 
hands was ſuch, but that fick Chriftians in places far from 


him, and without hope of life till he could come to them, 
might receive by the Miniftry of a Presbyter or a Deacon, 
| ſuch a Grace of the Holy Ghoft, as was given by the Lay. 


ing on of the hands of the Biſhop: Like as the power of 
Baprizing is only in the Biſhop, and by his Authority in Preſ- 


byters and Deacons, for the ſame honour and dignity of the 


Biſhop: Yer St. Ferom knew that if neceſſity compell'd, it 


was frequently allow'd even to Lay. men. And ſo far con- 
cerning Confirmation, may be truth in his words ſpoken in 


anger in another place (Ep. ad Evagr.) Quid facit, ex- 
* cepra Ordinatione, Epiſcopus, quod Presbyter non facit? 


bat does a Biſhop, except Ordination, which a Presbyter 
does not? © e F | 37 % 


As to the words the Holy Ghoſt came upon the eunuch, if 


they be the words of Scripture, it was an extraordinary 


caſe, He was Confirm'd after his Baptiſm by the imme · 


diate hand of God, as Cornelius and his company * 
| . 3 . * — ore 
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ch 5 Church concerning Confirmation” 17 
fote cheir Baptiſm: That a Deacon had no power to Con- 
firm, appears by Philip's Confirming none of the Samaritans 
that were Baptiz d by bim. | 
But without doubt God hears either Presbyter or Deacon, 
ot when a Miniſter cannot be had, any two or three met 1 
in Chriff's Name, praying for a good Chriſtian, that could 
not be Confirm'd by the Biſhop, in rheſe words of the 
Church, The more the outward Man decayeth, ſtrengthen 
n him, we beſeech thee, ſo much the more continually with 
e thy Grace and Holy Spirit in the inner Man. But it would 
— be better for him, if he copld be Confirm'd by the Biſhop: 
y, || As for one through neceſfiry Baptiz d by 'a Lay-man, it 
n- would be better to be Baptiz d by a lawful Miniſter, 
ng |) St. Chryſeſtom, who was not long after St. Ferum in his 
of || Comment Heb. VT. 2. writes, Ka? Sd Y , , OU 
$2 | 38 of mad NAH, Sm diy ani te Tl a mis Mens, 
\e. | dne. And of laying on of hands. For ſo they received the 
. © Spirit, f when Paul laid his hands on them,faith he, 
St. Auguſtine, who liv'd in the beginning of the fifth Cen- 
e. || rury, in his third Book of Baptiſm againſt the Donatiſts, 
to ch. XVI. writes, * Neque enim temporalibus & ſenfibilibus 
ſo- © miraculis atteſtantibus, per manus impoſitionem modo da- 
ity, tur Spiritus Sanctus, ficur antea dabatur ad commendatio- 
hat! nem rudis fidei, & Ecclefize primordia dilatanda. Qus 
his | enim nunc hoc expectat, ut ii quibus manus ad accipien- 
om © dum Spiritum Sanctum imponitur, repente incipiant lin- 
em, | * guis loqui? Sed inviſibiliter & latenter intelligitur, per vin- 
don, culum pacis, eorum cordibus Divina charitas inſpirari, ur 


y- poſſint dicere. Quoniam charitas Dei Diffuſa eſt in cordibus 
ro © noſtris, per Spiritum Sanctum qui datus eft nobis. © For nei- 
ref. © ther with temporal and ſenſible Miracles atrefting it, is 
che! the Holy Ghoſt now given by the laying'on of the hand, 
d, ü © as he was given in former time, for the commendarion of 
con- new Faith, and to enlarge the beginnings of the Church. 


n in! For who doth now expect this, that thoſe on whom the 
ex- hand is laid for the receiving the Holy Ghoſt, ſhould pre- 
ci? © ſently begin to ſpeak with Tongues ?? But the Divine Love 
;byter is underſtood to be ſecretly and invidbly inſpir'd into their 
hearts, by the bond of Peace, that they can ſay, The love 
hb, ii * of God is ſhed abroad in our bearts, by the Holy Ghoſt which 


inary ! given unto us. = 1 . t 
mme Theodorer, who livd in the ſame Century, in his Com- | 
oops BY. | begs ESR 
fore - : t Ver. 47 e 1 
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Degree of the Grace of the Holy 
that which they receivd in their Baptiſm : That thereby, 
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Spirit of Knowledge 
Fear. And St. Ambroſe, Sr. Chryſoſtom, and Theodoret wit- 
nels, that the Ling on of bands, which Heb. VJ. is one of 
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28 The Sum of the Primitive Doctrine Part II. 
ment on Heb. VI. 2. * ba Oi nnd r 1 N 
Fob Avr U unleperig. xf 7 Oe gr · 
volt, x H Ns ien eise ννονν τεν Tha πẽj Te d- 
ca.. For they that have believed, abhorring their 
* wicked odour, and uſing repentance, come to Divine Bap- 


*riſm, and by the Prieſtly hand receive the Grace of the 


„Spirit. The Prieſtly hand is before ſhew'd in this 
ter to be the Biſhops hand, 


Py 7 , 3 « & 4 893 | 
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Chap- 
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De Sum of the Primitive Doctrine. 
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all theſe undoubted Teſtimonies of the Fathers who 
J liv'd in the purer times of the Church, it very plainly 

— what was the Univerſal Doctrine of the Ancient 
Cat 


Catholick and Apoſtolick Church concerning Confirmation, 
that they taught the very ſame which has in this Diſcourſe 


been ſhew'd to be the Doctrine of the Holy Scriprure, 
namely, That by the Prayer and Laying on of the hands 


of the Biſhop, there is given to Chriſtians a Special Higher 
Spirit, over and above 


as St, Ferome intimates, and the other Fathers ſuppoſe, e- 
very Chriſtian, duly prepar d for it, receives his part of that 
Gift of the Holy Ghoſt which was given to the Apoſtles on 
the Day of Pentecoſt, and which St. Peter then promis d 
to all that repent, and are Baptized in the Name of Jeſus 


Chriſt. They did nor, as St. Auguſtine tells us, look for 


miraculous Inſpirations ; but as St. Ambroſe writes, the Per- 
fection of the Grace of Baptiſm, in the Spirit of Wiſdom 
and Underſtanding, the Spirit of Counſel and Virtue, the 
and Godlineſs, and the Spirit of Holy 


the Principles of the foundation of the Doctrine of Chriſt, is 


meant of Confirmation. 
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en Ab. VII. | 


Confirmation, 


the Prayers. 


die Doctrine of the Church of England concerning 


TT is no other than what is before taught, In the old 
Kubrick before the reign of King Charles the Second, 
are theſe Words, Confirmation is miniſtred re them rhar 
be Baprized, that by Impoſition of Hands and Prayer, they 
may receive ſtrength and defence againſt all temptations to 
Sin, and the Aſſaults of the World and the Devil. Why 
this is not in the preſent Rubrick we are not told. But in 
the Preface to the Liturgy we are earneſtly aſſur d, that no 
alteration was made upon the account of any Error, And 
> whar is left out of the Rubrick, is more fully expreſs'd in 


In the firſt Prayer, the Grace of Baptiſm, and the Grace 
of Confirmation are diſtinctly expreſs'd. The Grace of 
Baptiſm is firſt acknowledged in theſe Words. Who haſt 
© youchſated to regenerate theſe thy Servants by Water and 
the Holy Ghoſt, and haſt given unto them rhe forgiveneſs 
of all their Sins. Then the Grace of Confirmation is thus 
pray d for, Strengthen them, we beſeech thee,O Lord, with 


* the Holy Ghoſt rhe Comforter ; and daily increaſe in them 


* thy manifold Gifts of Grace ; the Spirit of Wiſdom and 
\ * Underſtanding, Ge. For it was the Holy Ghoſt the 
* Comforter, that was to be given in Confirmation after 
*Chriſt's Aſcenſion, ohn XVI. 7. to ſtrengthen Chriſtians, 
1, IV. 31.; and to increaſe in them the manifold Gifts of 
Grace, John VII. 38. According to this is the Prayer, 
* when the Biſhop lays on his hand, that the Perſon Con- 
firm'd may be Defended with God's Heavenly G 
H increaſe in bis Holy Spirit more and more. 


race, and dai- 


Insa another of the Prayers are theſe Words, We make 
our humble Supplicarions unto thee for theſe thy Servants, 


upon whom (after the Example of thy Holy Apoſtles ) we 


have now laid our hands, to certifie them (by this fign ) of 


thy Favour and Gracious Goodnels towards them. Ler thy 


Fatherly hand, we beſeech thee, ever be © 
by Holy Spirit ever be with them. 


ver them; ter 


Nou 


f 


30 7. he Doctrine of the Church of Þ Part. II. 
Now how does the Biſhop certify them (by this Sign) of 
God's Favour and gracious Goodneſs towards them, but by 
aſſuring them that they ſhall receive the Grace of the Hol 
Spirit, promiſed to be apo them by the laying on of the 7 
nds and Bleſſing ot the Apoſtles and Biſhops? \ | 
But now is it to be remembred that our Church does nor |” 
"contradict irſelf, and teach another Sacrament (as ſhall: be 
ſhew'd in the ninth Chapter) altho this laying on of Hands | 
zs ordain'd for all Chriſtians, 5 
The Rubrick at the End of the Order of Baptiſm of choſe | 
of riper Years, ſays, Ir is expedient that every Perſon thus 
| baptized, ſhould be confirmed by the n ſo ſoon after his th 
Baptiſm as conveniently he may; that ſo he may be admit - 
ted roche Holy Communion, 
But the Rubrick does not mean an Expediency that may . 
be omitted, as appears by irs making ir the Condition of * 
being admitted ro the Holy Communion, And the Ru- 
brick at the End of the Order of Confirmation, ſays, © There 
.* ſhall none be admitted to the Holy Communion, until fuch | © 
Time as he be confirmed, or be ready and defirous to be 
The Rubrick before the Order of Publick Baptiſm of 287 
Infants, ſays, 1: is expedient that Baptiſm be miniſtred in the | Cut 
wulgar Tongue. And, that is without doubt an indiſpenfible | 
Duty, if a Miniſter can be had that underſtands the vulgar cal 
i Tongue. 1 Cor. XIV. E V 0 
Ir is no more than what the Holy Scripture does, to ſay. of $ 
Ie is expedient, of things of the greateſt Neceſſity. Joh. XxI. clin 
Jo, Ge. it is propheſied of Chrift, That it is expedient for u- 
' #hat one Man ' ſhould die for the People, and that the whole 
Nation periſh not. And Ch. XVI. 7. Chriſt ſays to his 
' Diſciples, Ie is expedient for you that I go away; ſor if I go 
not away,the Comforter mill not come unto you ; but if I depart, 
Iwill ſend him unto jon. e e 
Iberefore the Words in the aforeſaid Rubrick, I: is expe · 
diene, do nor imply that it is not neceſſary when ir may be 
done; but that ir is a Duty of great Benefit, if rightly done. 
Our Church may very well ſay, I: is expedient, of the ne- 
Ceeſſary Duty whereby the Comforter is received; when 
Chriſt ſays the ſame of the Neceſſity of his going to Heaven 
JG EE EE. . 
And by that Rubrick it appears how contrary to the 
Doctrine of our Church, is their Opinion, who think Con- 
firmation to be no mote than the ſolemn taking wo — 
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———— 


1 Ch. 7. England concerning Confirmation. 3x 
"XZ ſelves the Vow, which our Godfathers and Godmother 
"XZ made in our Name: When the Church teaches it to be the 
Duty of every one of thoſe, who in their Baptiſm have moſt 
= ſolemnly vow'd in their own Name. And the Words of the 
Church, both in the Rubrick and in the Prayers, and in the old 
Rubrick before cited, cannot fairly be thought to ſpeak of it 
any otherwiſe, than as a neceſſary Duty of great Benefit; 
2 _ a ſubtil Wir may underſtand the Words not fo 
- The ſixtieth Canon does indeed fo deſcribe this Duty, as 
chat they who do not believe it ordain'd of God, may agree 
to it as a good Inſtitution of the Church. The Words are, 
It hath been a ſolemn, ancient, and laudable Cuftom in 
Z © the Church of God, continued from the Apoſtles Time, 
s that all Biſhops ſhould lay their Hands on Children bap- 
2 © tized, and inftructed in the Catechiſm of Chriſtian Relj- 


— ee 


ion, pray ing over them, and bleſſing them, which we 


commonly call Confirmation. | =, 
* In theſe Words, both they that believe Confirmation or» 

! dain'd of God, and they that do not ſo believe, may fully 
agree. For the Ordinances of God are in rhe Scripture call'd 

Cuſtoms, as ARs VI. 14. The Cuſtoms which Moles deliver 4 
n. Luke II. 27. The Cuſtom of the Law. And Ver, 42. The 
| Cuſtom of the Feaſt. And there is Reaſon to believe that the 
Canon was ſo worded, as that the Members of the Church 
ol Scotland, out of which the King then came, might be in- 
| clin'd to Unity with the Church of Euglanße. 
| The ſame Moderation is in the Words of the Homily of 
Common- Prayer and Sacraments. Thus the Homily lays, 
* There are retained, by the Order of the Church of England, 
certain Rites and Ceremonies about rhe Inſtitution of Mi- 
' nifters in the Church, Matrimony, Confirmation of the 
' Children, by examining them of their Knowledge in the 
Articles of the Faith, and joyning thereto the Prayers of 

the Church for them; and likewiſe for the Viſitation of 

the Sick. And then of Confirmation and the Viſitation 
* of the Sick, it is ſaid, © They are judged to be ſuch Ordi- 
n nances as may make for the Inſtruction, Comfort, and 
n | Edificarion of Chriſt's Church. n. 
So our Church, in her chief writings, which certainly are 
the Lirurgy, plainly reaches the Truth of God's Word con- 
erning ion, as one of the neceſſary Means of 

race; that her Genuine Sons may not want Satisfaction. 
es Wand in other Writings She {ſo expreſſes the ſame — 
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32 Calvin's Confeſton concerning Confir. Part li] 
tat they that cannot fully agree ro ir, may keep in Unit 

with her, letting them know how She is will|ng to receiv 
them. And this charitable Moderation of the Church ſhould T 
not make the Ordinance of God leſs efteem'd, but obtain 1 WII 


greater Regard to the Laws of the Church. E 
= — . . 3 DIA i 3 4 5 3 2 1 "iy . 
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R. vm. 1 
Calvin. Confeſſion concerning Confirmation. 


EVEN he, in his Comment on Heb. VI. 2. confeſſes tief 39. 
2 Laying on of Hands there, tb be meant of Confirmation, Her 
For of the fame he has theſe Words; Tranſatta vero infantia iet 
' poſtquam inſtituti erant in fide, ſe quoque ad tatechefin offere. . 
bant, que in illi: Baptiſmo erat poſterior, Sed aliud ſymbo.&*<* 
lum tunc adbibebatur, nempe manuum impofitio. Hic unn ita 
locus abunde teſt atur, hujus ceremoniæ originem fluxiſſe al 
Adaſtali;: que tamen paſtea in Superſtitionem verſa fuit, 
1 8 „ 
 Quamobrem hodie retinenda pura inſtitutio eft : ſuperſti- 
When they were paſt their Infancy, after they were in.. 
ſtructed in the Faith, they offer d themſelves alſo to Catechi- 8 
king, which in them was after Bapriſm, But then another 
Sign was applied, namely Laying on of Hands. This one 
Place abundantly reftifies, that the Beginning of this Cere- feac 
mony came from the Apoſtles ; which nevertheleſs after- | a 5 


teſtify, chat ir was ordain d as well for thoſe that were bap · 


8 2 - o * e 9 


1% xIv, 37, Juba; = SP 


=o 


. y | F „ ht 1 5 2 
Chap. 8. Calvins Confeſſion rectiſj dl. 33 
Juz d in their riper Years, as thoſe that were baptiz d in their 
Iafancy. The ſame was the Doctrine and Practice of the 
Primitive Church, as appears by the Teſtimonies before 
Vritten. Accordingly our Church rightly orders thoſe that 
are baptiz d in 1 Years, to be Confirm 'd before they are 
admitted to the Holy Commu nion 
It is alſo to be remembered, that there are ordain'd of 
God other neceſſary means of Grace, beſides the Two Sa- 
Ictaments: namely, His holy Word, Catechizing, Exhor- 
tation, Prayer, Government, | And Confirmation is a prin- 
Icipal Prayer for Grace; to which are annexed the Promiſes 
Jof the peculiar Grace of Chriſtianity ; Fohn VII. 27, 38, 


a» £2 >. 


e. as is before ſhew'd, Ch. 3, of this Parr. I donor mean 

: hereby to derogare from the ſhare which each. of the Sacra- 

„ |nenrs have in the ſame Promiſes : For by Baptiſm we ere 
1 


made capable of them: and by the Lord's Supper they ae 


1 
* * 


9 * , 7 F 
ecur d to us, when we have receiy d them, But it is by, rhe 
. Prayer of Confirmation that we enter into the Poſſeſſion of 


5 


40 Fer : as by Bapriſm we enter into the Grace of the New. birth. 

00 Teoma n _ — — 

1 CRHAP. IX 

„ + Confirmation no Sacram ent. 
vi BV the Words certifie chem. (by this. Sign) of % favour 
er and gracious Goodneſs towards them, in the Order of 


ne! Lonfirmation, our Church does not contradict it's ſelf, and 
ther Sacram een. 
er. Becauſe a ſpecial Grace of the Holy Spirit is promis 'd to 
pe given by the laying on of the Hands, that is the Bleſſing 
m of the Biſhop ; therefore he certifies them (by this Sign) of 
he Favour and gracious Goodneſs of God promis'd to them. 
om In all Prayer which God has promis'd to hear, we do by 
ir Ihe reverent Ceremony us' d therein, certifie our ſelves and 
un. chers of God's favour and gracious Goodneſs which he has 
rit {promis'd. ; For becauſe God has promis'd ro hear our Prayers N 
nd 4 erefore Fit is that we fall down and kneel before him, and 2 
oy fr up our Hands to him, and lay our Hands on any particu» 


* . 


pl 

oF 
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or Perſon that we pray for. And ſo laying on of Hands in 
ty onfirmation, being no more than an accuſtomd natural 
ap- Feremony in bleſſing or praying for particular Perſons, q it 
no more a Sacrament or a Sacramental Ceremony, than 
e lifting up the Hands, or kneeling in other Prayer. 
e Part 1. Chin, , . 130, 4. 1 Dm, 2. 1, te 9. 
11 | Gen, 48, 14 Manth, 15. 13. n = 
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Brace before receivd in Baptiſm, to enable them ſo much 


The TIR D Part. 
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Confiderations to move us to give 4 due Honour to 


Y what is written in the other Parts, ir 
l fully appears beyond all reaſonable 
l doubr, That Confirmation is an Or- 
dinance of God, by which rightly and 
decently done, they who are duly pre- 
14 par d for it, do receive their part of the 
175 Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, which was 
12 given to the Apoſtles on the Day of 
Pentecoſt. That is, they receive a plenteous increaſe of the 


the more to underſtand, and remember, and obey Chriſt's 
Word, as that they may live as becomes the Honour of his 
Kingdom; that, as he requires higher Degrees of Holineſs 
than were before required, ſo they may live accordingly. 
The. Diſtinction between this Grace and the Grace of 
Bapriſm, is declar'd in the Words of John the Baptiſt, Matth. 
III. 11. T indeed Baptize you with Water unto Repentance : 
But be that cometh after me, (hall Baptize you" with the 
Holy Ghoſt, For it has been ſhew'd Part II. Ch. 3. that Chriſt, 
when he was in the World, and his Apoſtles after his Aſ- 
cenſion, baptiz d with the ſame Baptiſm of Repentance, 
that John baptiz d with ; and promis d again che ſame Bap- 


tim 


Chap. A Confederations-for the Honour, &c. 35 
tiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, to be afterwards receiv'd. It is. 
tue, our Church does not improperly call the Grace of 
5 Baptiſm, baptizing with the Holy Ghoſt Bur it is che 
Gtace of Confirmation, not of Baptiſm, Which the Holy 
cripture ſo calls, both in the Goſpels, and in the Acts of 
che Apoſtles; and which, 1 Cor, XII. 13. is meant b. theſe 
Words; By one Spirit. we are all baptiz'd into o i Body, 
pbether we be Jews or Gentiles; whether we be bond. or free; 
and have been all made to drink * into one Spirit. For there 
ate recounted the ſeveral Gifts of rhe Holy Spirit, which 
were then in Confirmation diſtributed unto Chriſtians, . as 
junto the ſeveral Members of. one Body, and for the ſeveral 
Operations of one Spirit or Soul, 4s XIV, z 
And this Grace is that which our Bkfſed Lord, ohn XVI. 
17, declares to be more expedient for us, than if he himſelf 
had ftay'd with us on Earth. He ſays, I, rell you the. Truth 5 
t i expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not 
way, the Comforter will not come unto you ; but if 1 de- 
JJV. / RE ns 
This bleſſed Grace, as is ſnew'd, Part I. Ch. 2, is the Seal 
f thoſe who were made true Chriſtians in Baptiſm ; and 
he Earneſt of their Inheritance; the Spirit that bears wit-, 
— 3 their Spirits, that they are the Children and Heirs 

} — | VVV *. 3 5 
Surely then for rheſe Conſiderations, the Means of this 
race moſt worthily deſerves the higheſt Honour that can 
e given t0.it, Therefore the Adminiſtration of it is rightly. 
de (crafted only to the High Prieſts of the Church, to none 
as Nelow the Dignity, of Biſhops, And a ſuitable Honour it 
of Naghr ro have in all things concerning it, certainly a great 
de Neal mote than is now paid by any Order of Men in the 
hurch, I ſhall therefore endeavour, as God ſhall enable me, 

) write the Truth of that Honour which is due to ir, and 
V7 the Saccels, es oe 4 
The Honour. due to this Holy Ordinance, is to be paid; 
% h ET OE Sy 
By thoſe that prepare for it the Souls committed to their 


By choſe that adminiſter it. 
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1 has been ſhew'd Part I. Ch. 5, That they who are 10 
Ten Commandments ; and can alſo anſwer ro ſuch other 


are to underſtand not only the immediate Senſe of the 
them; what Chriſt was Crucified, Dead and Buried for 8 


- worſhip God, and give him Thanks, and call upon him, ard; 
that conſtantly, both in private, and ar leaſt in ſome of t- 


to learn ſome good Expoſition of the Catechiſm and toat 
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The Honour to be paid to Confirmation by thoſe that 
receive it; and firſt, in their Preparation of Know. 


be Confirm'd, are thoſe that repent, and believe the 
Goſpel, and are Bapriz'd ; and conſequently are itſtructed 
in what they are to believe and doo. . 
Therefore in the Order of Confirmation in the Common. Þ 


Prerqer- Bool, it is order; d; That none ſhall be Confirm d, 


bur ſuch as can ſay the Creed, the Lord's-P: ayer and the 4f 
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Queſtions, as in the ſhort Catechiſm are contain d. : 
Now this muſt ſuppoſe they have a competent Under 
ſtanding of the Catechiſm, and believe and do according u 
it. For Saying without Underſtanding fignifies nothing 
and Underſtanding without Practice does no good. 
But for a competent Underſtanding of the Cateehiſm, they 
Words, but the reaſonable Meaning of them. For Inſtance 
They muſt know what God is, ſo far as is convenient fol 


for what he ſitteth at the Right-Hand of God; how id 


moſt neceſſary Prayers in Publick, never without Under fin 

. Randing and Devotion; that they muſt honour not on till 
God's Holy Name and Word, bur alſo his Houſe and Mi gre 
niſters, and Sacraments, and all things that are holy to him wa 
that they muſt do to all Men as they would be done to; i 
. the Duties of Mercy and Charity, as well as of Juſtice i pra 
what is the Work of repenting truly of their Sins, Oc. do. 
And they muſt know what Confirmation is, and how bin 
do their Parts init with Underſtanding and Devotion, botif® to 
* the renewing of their Vow, and in all the few Prayer an; 

| , | J 11 

_ .. So that there is a great deal more to be learned beſides i; of 
Words of the Catechiſm, Which that they may do, iti} to 
neceſſary for them diligently to read or hear the Scripture \ 


tend 


\ 


Chap 2. requir'd of Perſons robe Confirmd. 37 
tend conſtantly and carefully to the expounding of it by their 
& Miniſters ; keeping conſtantly ro one and their own Miniſter, 
and never neglecting his expeunding of the Catechiſm, for 


the hearing of any Sermon. FIPS} 
= Some ſuch help as they have for learning to underſtand. 
the Catechiſm, muſt they alſo have for their underſtanding 
the Prayers of the Church: I: zs eafie to give the Sacrifice of 
Fools, Eccle/. 1. but not to Pray with right Underſtanding 
and Devotion. Before they are Confirm'd, they may not be 
taught leſs, than to confeſs their Sins in the Confeſſion of the 
Church; to Pray for all Men as well as themſelves, in the 
Lord's Prayer; to profeſs their Faith in the Creed; to give 
"FX Thanks for all Men as well as themſelves, in the general 
2 Thankſgiving ; and at the reading of the Commandments, 
after each Commandment, to beg God's Pardon for their 
Sins againſt ir, and his Grace to keep it. This will be a 
good beginning to joyn in the publick Worſhip, But if they 
be given to learn in due time, as ſoon as they are able to 
Ong learn, they may learn all the Daily and Sunday Service, and 
the Offices of Baptiſm, Confirmation, and rhe Holy Com- 
wunion, before the time of being Confirm'd. If they do 
not underſtand at their firſt learning, what they are taught, 
they will underſtand ſomething of it, and the reſt by De- 
grees. And when they come to Age for Confirmation, a 
great Work will be already done; and they will not repent 
of the pains they have taken in it. e ee 
= A due or reafonable knowledge of God and our Duty, 
is not ro be lightly bad. But as it moſt worthily deſerves, ſo 
it requires, a great deal.of Pains and Time. They whoſe Cal- 
liags require them to labour or do buſineſs from Morning 
till Evening, may loſe no time that may be gaind for this 
great Work. And they who have more Leiſure, have no 
want of need to imploy all their Leiſure therein. 
As thou muſt diligently learn, ſo thou muſt diligently 
practice all thou learneſt, not only what thou art willing to 
do, or the World allows of, or thy worldly gain does not 
hinder. For Mieth. 28, 20. Chriſt commands his Miniſters 
o reach us to obſerve all things whatſoever he has commanded. 
And Ch. 5, 19, he declares, that whoſozver ſhall break one of. 
the leaſt Commandments, and teach Men ſo, ſhall te called leaſt 


in the Kingdom of Heaven; that is, ſhall not be thought fix 1 
to enter therein. i AS ER £354 ü TOY q 
When thou haft attaimd to a complear meaſure of Know- ö 
ledge, and doſt live accordingly, thou mayſt not think thou ; 
3 1 

4 


: 
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art 1 1 But, as long as thou liveſt, and how) 
| learried and good ſoever thou art, the command of St. Peter 
2 Ep. III. 19; 18, is to be continuall obſeryed with all 
| * diligence (Ch. 1, 5.) Beware 7 ye alſo cing led away with © 
mie emen of the wicked, fall from your own Stedfaſtneſs. But | 
. grow in Grace, and in abe knowledge of our Lord and Saviour |* 
\ Teſus Chriſt. And this. is the very thing which the” Biſhop 1 
of Frag; for, when he lays his Hand upon thee. : 
When thou baſt attain d to a compleat meaſure of Know- 2 
* Eee living according io it, and giving up thy ſelf with all 
diligence to grow in Grace and in the knowledge of our Lord, ; 
© then, and not before, thou art fit to be Confirmd, _ - 
| And that thou mayſt then receive the ineſtimable Benet. 
nd Comfort of it, there are three 0 to be wal | 
1. A due Preparation before it: Ln "SR 
1 2. A Devout Behaviour in it; 
3 *. 4 Ne Cr after. 
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The Immediate 3 


70 N 5 ende a Work, there muſt be 1 50 pre- 
85 | paration. The Work is ro Pray for, and obtain the 
Hoh Ghoſt the Comforter, that is, a moſt: comfortable plen- 
reous Increaſe of the Grace of the Holy Gholt given before 
in Bapultn.: tf tit 
Therefore, to prepate thy ſelf duly foe the Work, it is ne- 
ceſſary for thee to conſider how 9 — haſt mage uſe of the 
Grace which God gave thee in thy Bapriſm, by performing 
the Vow then made in thy Name; and earneſtly to repent 
of all the breaches of it; and ſtedfaſt'y to reſolve to perform 
it t fully to the urmoſt of thy power, as God ſhall enable thee, 
- * How this is to be done, our Church teaches in the Exhor- 
eacion; whereby warning is given of the Holy Communion, 
in theſe words; Furſt, to examine your lives and converſations 
by the rule of Gods Commandments ;' and whereinſoever ye ſhall 
perceive your ſelves to bave -offended, either by will, word, or 
deed, there to hewail your own Sinfulneſa, aud to als your 
ſelves to Almighty God, with full purpoſe of amendment of 
Lie. And if ye ſhall aber your offences to be ſuch as are 
not only againſt God, but alſo againſt your Neighbours, then 90 
| ſhall reconcile your ſelves unto them, being ready to make reſti- 


; 1 and — . to che Kergrmeſt ＋ your pow- 
en, 
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Chap. 3- requir'd of Perſons to be Confirm'd. 39 
ern, for all injuries and wrongs done by you to any other; and 
being likewiſe ready to forgive others that have offended you, as 
ye would have f.rgiveneſs of your offences at Gods hands, 
Bur herein thou muſt remember to do according to the 
words in the fame Exhortation. So. ro fearch and exa- 
mine your own Conſciences, (and that not lightly, and after 
the manner of Diſſemblers with God, but ſo) that ye may 
come Holy and Clean. ß Sl 
= In examining thy Life and Converſation, thou art to 
call ro mind, and find our as many of thy Sins as thou canſt, 
and alſo their circumſtances that do increaſe their Guilt. 
| Such circumſtances are, 1. Doing that which thou knoweſt 
io be a Sin, or leaving undone that which thou knoweſt to 
be a Duty. Luk? 12, 47: 2. Doing evil, or having undone 
Z a Duty, when thou haſt time to conſider of it. 3. Sinning 
wil fully againſt the Checks and admonitions of thy Conſci- 
| ence, ſee Numb. 15, 30, 31. 4. Falling again into the ſame 
Sin. 3. Repeating it often. 6, Sinning after Vows and 
Reſolutions of Amendment. 7. Continuing in the Sin till 
it comes to a Habit. 8. Continuing in it notwithſtanding 
Gods corrections, or his extraordinary Mercies, or notwith- 
ſtanding all Reproofs and Exhortations, either of Miniſters, 
{or of private Friends. 9. Loving the Sin, and taking plea- 
LE KO So OS Cn oe i 
Here is allo to be remembred, that ir is a Sin, to do that 
which thou believeſt to be a Sin, altho' ir be in it ſelf Inno- 
cent, Ram. 14, 14, 23. . 5 == 
In bewailing thy Sins, thou art not only to bewail the 
ne- danger of their Puniſhment, but to do as the Church reaches 
the in the Homily of Repenrance in theſe Words. We muſt 
ing be earneſtly ſorry for our Sins, and unteignedly lament and 
ent MW bewail that we have by them ſo grievouſly offended our 
rm | moſt bounteous and merciful God, who fo tenderly lov'd 
ee, us, that he gave his only begotten Son to die a moſt bitter 
or- Death, and to ſled his dear Hearts Blood for our Redemp- 
ion, tion and Deliverance“ And the greater Sinner thou haſt” 
jon peen, the more thou art to bewail and lament: _ OY 
hall In Confeſfing thy Sins, thou art to confeſs them not only 
a general, as is Cone in publick Prayers, bur alſo all the 
articular Sins, or kinds of them, that thou cant remember, 
ith all the Circumſtances that do increaſe their Guilt, thou 
it alſo to confeſs, that thou art guilty of many Sins that 
hou art ignorant of, or haſt forgotten, B/ 19, 12. When 
nou haſt ſo confeſs d thy Sins * that Godly ſorrow, and 


=_— 
+" 
2 
£ 
e 8 
EY 
Xx" 
725. 
5 
2 9 
8 * 
Fad 8 1 
DLAI 
Lk 
n 
93 
TS 
47M 
4 
© 
Xs 
E 
5 | 
3 — 
ab Io 
Fs 0 
FT 
A 
oy 
1 
* 
7 


* 


"The immediate Pye ration | Patt In 


125 att Purpoſe of amendment 'of Life, 'then thou mayſt, 
nd muſt humbly. and earneſtly beg of God to have Mercy : 
pon thee, and to forgive thee all thy Sins for the ſake of his | 
Rem Jeſu Chriſt, who was pay. to gegth on the Croſs for 
the orgiveneſs of our Sigg, 
And for his Sake, who gave himſelf for us, Wy * mighe q 
Vikew us from all Tniquity, and pungfie- unto bimſelf a 
culiar People, zealous of 25 Forks,” thou muſt hum- 
Fir and and earneſtly beg the Grace of the Holy Spirit, to en- 
able thee to forſake all thy Sins, and t to do why: whole ory 9 
all the reſt of thy Life. : 
hben, as the ſaid Homily of Re entance Wehe « Thou : 
© art to rake hold upon the Promiſes of God touching the 
free Pardon and Forgiveneſs of our Sins, made to the 


« „ truly penitent, Luke XXIV. 47. and ſtedfaſtly believe I 
; * thar God, for his Son Jelus Chriſt's Sake, wil forgive thee Mile 
5 all thy Sinss. pit 
Thou art alſo to lay bold on the Promiſes bc the Grace of The 
the Holy ' Ghoſt, Luke. XI. 13. and- likewiſe ſtedfaſtly be- MDrd 
lieve chat, for «Chriſt's Sake God will give thee his Holy ple 
Spirit, ro enable thee to do what he requires: and alſo that NPoc 
he will give thee in Confirmation, that bounteous Gift of hee 
the Holy Ghoſt, which he has een therein, gon | VIL x 
E 
But the, Promiſes of God are upon mit that thou act 
doſt without delay, carefully forſake all thy Sins, Prov. We r 
XXVIIL 13. and make Rees and Satisfaction to the {nd 
utmoſt of thy Power, for all Injuries and Wrongs done by tio 
thee to any er Math. V. 23, 31. Ezek XXXIII. 15, R 
and from the bottom of thy Heart forgive all that have of. Nou 
Faded thee; Matth. VI. 14, 15. dn 
Ina forſaking thy Sins, and amending thy Life, the two kult Nor 
and. great. Commandments are to be very carefully done, Mar. re 
XII. 30, 31. Jeſus ſaid; Thou ſhalt love the. Lord thy God with at 
all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, and with all thy Mind, and lf 
with all thy Strengeh: this is the Firſt Commandment. ' And N 
| the Second is liſe; namely this, Thon ſhalt love thy Neigh- Id 
bur *qs thy ſelf... If thou duly obeyeſt theſe Command- Win 
— then thou wilt never be lack, nor ſparing either of He 
Labour or of Time, or of Coſt; in any ſervice of God; MW! v 


nor ever be injurious or hard, or uncharitable to any Man ; 
as thou wouldeſt not have any Man be ſo to the. 

; | Theſe Duties of Repentance are no more, than what 
are neceſſary io make every one fit · for any ſervice of ot 
4 * . r 111. 8 N T. 0 a7, in +1 and 
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Chap. 3. of Perſons to be Confirmd. Ax 
End capable of receiving any Mercy from him. And there- 
fore they muſt be done to make us capable of the great Be- 
ſ%:C —-! . EE: 
For the Work of Repentance a day of Faſting is to be ſer 
apart. We are thus often to repent ſolemnly of our Sins 
wich fafting, eſpecially upon great and extraordinary occa- 
ions: ſuch is coming to Confirmation. And if thou faſteſt 
In ſecret as thou oughteſt, Chriſt has ſaid, Thy Father which 
ech in ſecret, ſhall reward thee openly, Matth. VI. 4. Be- 
des, in this Ordinance, whar remains of Satan in thine 
ear is to be caft out. And Chap. XVII. 21. of the ſame 
i Goſpel, Chrift ſays, This kind goeth not out but by Prayer 
e und Faſting. Much more then thou art to faſt, when thou 
e Hurt alſo to be fill'd with the Holy Spirit of God, 
ela thy Preparation forget not the Command of the Apo- 
e tle, Phil. IV. 6. In every thing by Prayer and Supplication 
ih. Thanksgiving, let your R:queſts be made known unto God. 
f {iſ herefore give moſt, humble and hearryThanks for the bleſſed 
>. EDrdinance of Confirmation, and the Promiſes of ineftima- 
y {le Grace thereby. And moſt humbly and earneſtly beg of 
t Pod, to prepare thee duly for his holy Ordinance, to aſſiſt 
of hee therein; and to give thee the Grace of the Holy Spirit 
/ ĩ¾˙ TE TECL ATHE TH 
ze ready and willing to give thy Miniſter all the Satis- 
yu action he ſhall deſire, of thy being fit and prepar'd ; that 
e may with a good Conſcience preſent thee to the Biſhop, 
Ind be likewiſe ready and willing to give the ſame Satisfa- 
JJ ITT CST 
| Refuſe not Examination, altho' thou art paſt the age of 
outh, In a Buſineſs of ſo great Importance, and wherein 
d many deceive both their Spiritual Paſtors and themſelves, 
ou canſt not give more Satisfaction than is needful. And 


ar. refuſe to give any Satisfaction that is needful, to thoſe 
th {Wat muſt give account to God of thy Soul, is to deprive thy 
nd lf of receiving benefit by their Miniftry, H:b, XIII. 17. 
nd When Prince Charles * (afterward a truly moſt religious 


d gracions King, and Martyr) was Confirm'd, he firſt, 
ſwer d to a long and ſtrict Examination by the Archbiſhop 
Canterbury, and the Biſhop of Bath and Fells, And if 
| were effeCtually bound to be fo examin'd, by whom ſo- 
er fit Perſon it be, and to be duly prepar'd for ſuch Exa- | 


P ĩ ˙ͤQQQQAQ 2 
N * * . 5 8 A: : f 7 : ; j {3 ; 7 eh — . To 1's 0 
? Biſhop Partick's Wark of the Miniſtry, 
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a The immediate Preparation Part ll 


many come to be Confirm'd, who are far from being fit for 


neceſſary for the far greater part, to be willing ro be exami. : 


| receive God's Ordinance unworthily to their hurt. 
 _ Therefore acquaint thy Minifter with thy defire to be 


may have time to conſider in ſo weighty a Buſineſs, and 


Witneſs of thy Confirmation: becauſe the Church require i 
it. And chuſe ſuch a one as is fit to put thee in mind of thy 4 
Buty, when there is occaſion, For every body, as well «fl 
the old, as of the young, often wants to be put in mind 
We are commanded to ex hort one another daily, Heb. III. 13 
ꝑ all mugs .ſhew thy ſelf obedient to the Church, and 


| Submit your ſelves to the elder: Na, all of you be ſubjc& oe nu 


and ler not any thing of Pride, or any want of Humiliyif 


firmation, before thou art ready for it, thou mayſt by no 
means yield to any ſuch thing. 
If Confirmation be done in the accuſtomed manner, 

Where thou art to receive it; get thy Miniſter, or ſome 


mination 3 unſpeakable would the Benefit be, which the] 
Church and every Member of it would receive there, 


Me ate generally apt to think better of our ſelves, than 
truly we are, And the beſt of us are imperfect, both in 
Knowledge, and in our Duty. And there is no doubt tha 


it. Therefore it is for the good of all, but indiſpenſaby 


ned : that they who are well prepar d may {ee and amend 


their Imperfections 5 and that they who are not duly pre. 


par d, may be exhorted to do What is wanting, and na 


Confirm'd, as ſoon as notice is given of the Day; that he! 


give thee ſuch Counſel as is beſt, for rhee. ee : 
Neglect not to have a Godfather, or a Godmother, for a 


alfo to the Directions of the Biſhop, of thy Miniſter, and 
of thy Parents or Maſter. For Eph. VI. 2, 3. it is written; 


Honour thy Father and Mother (thoſe are all thy Superiors O. 


that it may be well with thee. And 1 Pet. V. 5. Ye younger 
another ; and be cloathed with Humility : for God viſiteth the ; hr 
Proud, and giveth Grace to the Humble, Remember this 
that God viſitet h the Proud, and giveth Grace to the Humble; 


deprive thee. of the great Benefit of this means of Grace. 


But it is to be remember d, that God is to be obey d anda! 
honour d above all. Therefore if any ching be requir d oi 
_ thee, that is contrary to thy Duty, either by thy Miniſter, of 


by thy Parents, who perhaps may deſire thee to go to Con -· t 


; - 


other fir Perſon, to pray the Biſhop to Confirm thee, where- In 
ſoeyer he pleaſes, in that decent Order which God's Orc Th 
3 E V PAN." - nance 


nance and the Church require. And chuſe rather to go never 
ſo far to his place of Refidence, than to be confirm'd in the 
accuſtomed rude way. It is impoſſible for a good Man to 


deny thy Requeſt. And aſſure thy ſelf that od Will pay 
Whee well for thy Care, and for thy Journe xy. 


? | . . 
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un, The Order of Confirmation in the Book of 
be 5 Common-Prayer, explain d. | 5 Se e gud 1 ng WS 
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ASt thy devout Behaviour: to conſider how to do this; 
ALI is another neceſſary part of thy Preparation. Fitſt, 

age ſure to be in the Preſence of the Biſhop, before the Ser- 

irs fice begins, and to continue with him within hearing till it is 

thy Arded. But if thou ſeeſt 'crowding, and no care taken for 5 
1 of Order as the Church requires; then hope for more Grace by 

ind, eparting, than by ſtaying: and do as thou art ad vis d in the 

13.1 d of the foregoing Chapter. a0 PIT S1 M10; 91 
and Iwo things are to be done by thee. „„ oi inf, 
and The one is to ſatisfy the Biſnop and rhe Congregation, that 
en ou doſt ftand to, and ſtedfaſtly rejolve ro perform the 
ors] Now of thy Baptiſm, ro the end that he may give thee his 
gen ening. Thou didſt rake upon thee thy Vow as ſoon as 
de ou waſt ſenſible of thy Duty, and didft reſolve to live a 
this The other thing ro be done now, is to pray humbly and 
be; rneſtly with rhe Biſhop, for the Grace of the Holy Spirit 
ily FWomns'd in Confirmation, to enable thee to perform tby 
race. ow, as fully as the Geſpel requires; and to pray with 
and edtaſt Belief that God will, for the ſake of his Son Jeſus 
d el hriſt, per form to thee the fame Promile, 
r, ot For thy doing theſe things with Underſtanding, it is need- 
Con · l to give thee fome Explanation of the Order of Confir- - 
y notion, Wherein, if I explain more than is needful to — 
; e, I ſhall not do ſo to many others, who for want of — 
net, Nucation, underſtand not many common plain Words and 4 
ſomeings. e AOEDS IP of 9 4 - 
gere · I In the Preface, ratiſie and confirm the ſame, is conſent 
Jrdi- agree to ĩt, as their own Vow: Aſſented is agreed. 
auc The Biſhop demands rhree things of chee:: 


5 


. 
R 


2 


$4145.13 


Firſt, 


Promiſe and Vow that was made in thy Name at thjlf 


To theſe, Nemands thou art to anſwer, ſtanding © 1 do 


heard) and hearty, and with all humble Voice, as that th | 


out ir. And ſhould not the Biſhop ſee it done by - every on 


Thon art to anſwer upon thy Knees, * who harh mad 


help us. 


24 The Behaviour in Confirmation, Part lll 
Firſt, To renew, that is, promiſe and vow again, in the 
© Preſence of God, and of the Congregation, the ſolemn 


« Bapriſm*, Secondly, .© To ratifie and confirm the ſame ii 
© thy own Perſom; that is, to declare that thou doſt conſen 


and agree to the ſame Promiſe and Vow, as if thou didi 
make it thy ſelf. And Thirdly, to confeſs that thou au 
bound to believe and to do all thoſe things which th A 


* Godfathers and Godmorhers then undertook for thee. 


that is, I do promiſe and vow again, in the Preſence d 


God, and of this Congregation, the ſolemn Promiſe ani 


© Vow that was made in my Name at my Baptiſm, Id 


© conſent and agree to the ſame Vow, as if I made it n. 


$ ſelf, and conſeſs that I am bound to do all choſe thing 0 
which my Godfathers and Godmothers then undertook fu 
and heartily. Ido ; with ſuch an audible (that is, plain 


Biſnop and the Congregation may ſee thou art in earneſt. 
Every one is requir'd, with great reaſon to make thif 
Anſwer, to ſhew that he is prepar d for Confirmatio 


Therefore none may preſume to receive Confirmation with 


on. whom he lays his Hands 2 If they be placed, and ftand 
ing in order before him, as the Rubrick requires, he or on 
appointed by him, may ſee them anſwer in order one afi 
another; and if there be a great number, ir will be dece 
for them to be divided into Companies, and for the Biſbo 
to make the Demand ſeverally to each Company: 
When all have given their Anſwer, then reverently ne: 
down to pray with the Biſhop. . 

Then he ſays, * Our help is in the Name of the Lord 
that is, It is by Gods help alone that we. perform or 


2 a0 ee 00 2 „ 


98 


— 


Heaven and Earth', Thereby we are ure he is able. 


The Biſhop. ſays, * Blefſed be the Name of the Lori 

Thar is, we thank and praiſe the Lord for the Grace 
his Holy Spirit, which he gives us to perform our Vow 
hou doſt anſwer, * Henceforth world without en 

© we thank and praiſe che Lord for the ſame Glace, 


| 


6 4+ De Order of Confirmation explain d. 45 
The Biſhop ſays, © Lord, hear our Prayers. 
Thou anſwereft, * And let our Cry come unto thee“, to 
Jobtain what we pray for, © WET OBE 11172. , 
| Here again fail not to make theſe Anſwers reverently and 
Peartily; and by no means follow the evil Example of 
engothers Silence. May thy Tongue be ſilent in the Service of 
Sim, who. gave thee thy Tongue and Speech ? And in all the 
Prayers (they are not long, but fo much the better, Eceleſ. 
V. 2.) join with the Biſhop with all the humble earneſtneſs 
Shou art able. It is a great and ineſtimable Gift, which thou 
loſt pray for: and thou mayſt not — that God will 
Worant thee ſuch a Gift, without ſuch humble earneſtneſs, 


i 
. - 


FA uke XI. 8, ro 14. | Se. Les 1 | ES : | 
Then as the Apoſtles Peter and Fohn, when they confirm'd 
"he Samaritans, Acts VIII. before they laid their Hands on 
hem, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Ghoſt : 
Po the Biſhop prays for thoſe that are to be confirm'd, with 
Prayer, wherein he firſt thankfully acknowledges the 
Grace receiv'd in Bapriſm, in thoſe Words, Almighty and 
everlaſting God, who haft vouchſafed (been pleaſed) to re- 
generate (0 give 4 new birth unto righteous living to) theſe 
thy Servants by Water and the Holy Ghoſt ; and haſt 
given unto them the forgiveneſs of all their Sins; (then he 
ray for the Grace of Confirmation) * ſtrengthen them, we 
# beſeech thee, O Lord, with the Holy Ghoſt the Comfor- 
W ter, and daily increaſe in them thy manifold Gifts of 
Grace; the Spirit of Wiſdom (zo refuſe evil, and chuſe the 
good) and Underſtanding (of their Duty ;) the Spirit of 
Counſel (to reſolve well and wiſely) and ghoſtly ſtrength 
(of Soul to perform their good Reſolutions ;) the Spirit of 
Knowledge (of the Myſteries of Cbriſtianity) and true 
Godlineſs (in all che Worſhip of God:) and fill them, O 


or be wanting in that high Reverence and Reſpect that is due 
unto thy great Majeſty) now and for ever, Amen. 
If we have theſe gifts of Grace, all other ſanctifying 
races will narurally flow from them, Faith, Hope, Cha- 
ity, Humility, Patience, Juſtice, Diligence, Temperance, 
Whaſtiry, Contenredneſs, and the reſt, : 
To this, and all the other Prayes, beſure to hearken care- 
ally; and devoutly ſay Amen to God, meaning, as thou 
Wayeſt in the Litany, Fe beſeech thee to hear us good Lord. 
LV. che Apoſtles Peter and John, after they had pray'd for 
oe Samaritans, that they might receive the Holy . 


Lord, with the Spirit of thy holy fear (20 difpleaſe tbee, 


8 


46 The Behaviour in Confirmation: Part III. 
then laid their Hands. on them, that is, with laying on of 
their Hands, pray d particularly for every one: (ſee Part. IL. 
Ch. 2.) ſo does che Biſhop, praying again for the ſame 
Brace in fewer Words. He ſays, * Defend, O Lord, this thy 
Child (or this thy Servant) with thy heavenly Grace, 
that he may continue thine for ever; and daily increaſe in 
thy Holy Spirit more and more, until he come unto thy 


- 


* 


« everlaſting Kingdom, Amen. 


Remember to pray with the Biſhop with all the earteftne(s {ME 
| thou art able, and ſo to ſay unto God, Amen. 
If there- be more than can kneel where the Biſhop is, 
none ſhould ſtrive to come before others; but all ſhould be 
reverently brought; one Company after another, by their 
arc or whom the Biſhop appoints ; and again brought Wl 
y their Miniſters to their places, which muſt be within ja 
Wulle the Biſhop is giving his Bleſſing to others, abide tk 
quĩetly in thy Place, and there talk not with any Body. And JW 
if any one ſpeaks to thee, anſwer him not, but imploy thy 
ſelf as thou oughteſt to do; either pray with the Biſhop for . 
thoſe he lays his Hands on. Or think of ſtedfaſt reſolving | 

to perform the Vow thou haſt now renew d; and of doing 
thy utmoſt endeavour to increaſe daily in all Chriſtian WP 
Graces, according as thou baft pray d: or ſtir up thy Belief BY 

of the Promiſes of God's holy Spirit. Read them, Fobn WP 
VII. 37, 38, 39. Ch. 1 4. 15. 16, 36. Acts II. 38, 39. 3 
lay hold on them, and ſtedfaſtly believe that God for | 

— Chriſt's Sake, will perform them ro thee; ſo long as thou 
doſt thy endeavour, and doſt humbly and earneſtly pray for | 
bis Grace; and likewiſe humbly and eatneftly give him | 
pon To TP, 5 * 
And think of and read the Prayers that remain to be ſaid, 


that thou mayſt be more ready to join with the Biſhop in 1 


_* When the Biſhop has done laying on his Hand, he ſays, " 
3 * 4 be with you ; 1 belp'you 5 praying ww =__ 
, Remember to anſwer devoutly, .* And with thy Spirit, it 
praying that God may alſo help his Spirit in the Prayers 
for thy ſelf, and thy Brethren confirm'd with the. 
* Here it would be g. very good thing, for the Congregaion to fing 1 
ſalm or Hymn, ſuitable to the Occaſion, Pſalm 51, 9, a £ 
efto fir op a liumble earneſtheſs. on, Pſalm 51. 9, 20153, is. very pro- E 
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hap. 4 The Behaviour in Confirmation, 47 
in thoſe Prayers all are commanded to kneel down ; 
Nerefore kneel decently and reverently.: And refuſe not to 
Peel, as ſome are apt to do, for a fooliſh Reaſon, What 
Id our bleſſed Lord under him, when be knee ld down and 
e. % Luke XXII. 41? or his Apoſtle St. Paul, and his 
in C ongre ation, Ad-; XXI. Fo ONS. VE, e "Py B 
ay a Obedience to our Saviour s Command, Luke XI. 22 
en ye pra, jay. Our Father, 8c, the Biſhop prays in that 
ſc ayer. For thy praying therein with underſtanding, con- 
Wer this ſhort Expoſition. WWW HE 
is Our Father which art in Heaven, honour'd above all things 
be thou, and all things that belong to thee, Thy Grace 
e in all our Hearts more and more, till it rules perfectly 
Heaven. Thy will be done, as it ought to be, by us and all 
= Earth, as it is done in Heaven by the Angels and Saints, 
oe us that do thy Will, this day all things that are needful 
ide b. th for our Souls and Bodies. And forgive us our Treſpaſſes; 
nd we perform the Condition, we forgive them that treſpaſs . 


by inſt us, Matth. VI. 14, 45. and lead us not, by denying 
for {ME belp of thy Grace, into the Power of Temptation; but 
ing err us from Sin. Amen  -—  _. 

ing he Prayers that follow are to expreſs our earneſtneſs and 
ian portunity to obtain the Grace promis d in this Ordinance; 
lie: r Luke XI. 5. Cc. our Lord commands us to be impor- 
ohn ate in praying for the Grace of the Holy Spirit. Thoſe 
39. Pyers therefore underſtand as follows. 

for O moſt mighty Lord of all, and everlaſting. God, who makeſt 
on both to will and to do thoſe things that be good and pleaſing. 
for Wo thy Godly Majeſty; we, in a Senſe of our unworthineſs 
him am good from thee, make our humble Supplications unto thee . 


= theſe thy Servants, upon whom (after the Example of thy 
ad. 4poftles) we have. now laid our Hands, to let them know 

11 bi, Sign) t that thou wilt grant them thy Favour and 
5 eious Goodneſs which thou haſt promis d by our Blefſing, Let 
8 Fatherly Hand defending and guiding them, we beſcech thee, 
[cad them in the Knowledge and Obedience of thy Word, 
th in the end they may obtain everlaſting Life, through our 
Wd Feſus Chriſt; that is for his Sake, and by him; for his 
We who gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us 

Wn all Iniquity, and purific unto himſelf a peculiar Peo- 
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be over them; let thy holy Spirit ever be with them, and 


Tree Perſons to be but one God, and'one Subftance*. 


YT 
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48 The Order of Confir. explain d. Part Il 


e zealous of good Works, Tit. II. 14. and by bim, nil 


ple: Power to give us all we pray for; in that with thee ay 
the Holy Ghoſt, he liveth and reigneth, ever one and the ſam r 
God, World without End, ., -- ; + |. - WF 
In this Prayer the Bithop ſays laid! our Hands : and hei 
before order d to lay his Hand.' Laying on Hands i818 
Scripture Expreſſion to ſigniſie laying on one of the Handi 
as Mark X. 16. it is ſaid, he took them up in his Arms, mm. 
bis hands upon them, - Now this can be underſtood but off 
one of his Hands: for the other was imploy'd in holding 
them. So Numb. XXVII. 18, God ſays to Moſes, lay thin 
a upon him : and verſ. 23. it is faid, be laid his Hand 
70 Lord able th ds all things, and everlaſting God, be pleaſei Fl 
we beſeech thee, to direct, ſandtiſie and govern both our Heart. 
and Bodies, in the Ways of thy Laws, and in the Works of ih 
Commandments, that through thy moſt mighty - defending u 
both in this Place, and all the reſt. of our Life, we may lf; 
preſerved from all Sin, and in all Holineſs, in Body and Su. 
For the Sake, and by the Power of our Bord and Saviour Feſullf 1 
- the Biſhop bleſſes thoſe that have truly and devout 
done their Duty. For they are the Sons of Peace, on wh 
his Peace, that is, his Bleſſing ſpall reſt, Luke X. 6. which tha. 
it may reſt on thee, do thou humbly receive ir, continuing. 
upon thy Knees : and devoutly ſay Anien to ir, underſtand £ 
%%% ⁵⁵⁵ ns 2M N 
I be Bleſſingof God the Lord of all, namely the Bleſſing e 
the Father from whom, the Son by whom, and the Holy Ghi 2 7 
in whom all bleſſing is given, be upon you, and remain wil 1 
This ſenſe of this Bleſſing is according to what ou 
Church teaches in the Homily, of the Holy Scripture. T 
Mords are, In theſe Books we ſhall find the Father fron " 
© whom, the Son by whom, and the Holy Ghoſt in whom 
all things have their Being and keeping up; and the! 


Es. 


Remember, while thou takeſt care of thy own Duty 
wirhal to rake heed of thinking roo highly of thy ſelf, ani 
of cenſuring and judging thoſe that do not as they ſhould 
left oy Pride prove worſe than their ignorant neglect, Lu 
XVIII. 9, Sc. bur be thankful for the undeſerved Grace offi 
God given to thee; and pray for what thou ſeeſt wanting 
J ß nn nee nog” 55 
N » + Thoilf 


4 " 
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f Thou haſt now read how to prepare thy ſelf-for thy Con- 
mation, and for thy. Bebaviour therein. If thou doſt ac- 
we ordingly, there is no doubt, but thou ſhalx,ſpeedily, find the 
J enefit of ir, if not immediately; provided thou art not 
Wanting in thy diligent Care after. 
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CH 1 


5 ; F fo Bb . 
WE. Therefore remember the Comman 


g thy ſelf ro. account for thy Sins, and amending thy Life 
r DP BOT On TORO TER 
Have always in thy Mind, the Firſt and great Command- 
Went, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, and 
Wb all thy Soul, and with all thy Mind, and with all thy 
Nengeb. If thou doſt ſo love God, then thou wilt do as thou 
commanded. 1 Cor, XV. 58. Be ye ſtedfaſt, unmove- 
e., always abounding in the Work of the Lord. And 1 Theſs 
. 1. We beſeech you Brethren, and exbort you. by the Lord: 
u, that as ye have receiv'd of us how you ougbt to walk, and. 
W. pleaſe God, ſo ye would abound more and more. And this 
Sounding more and more is to be done, although thou doſt 
Wy Duty never ſo well; as the Apoftle reaches in the ſame. 
o nn © ur 
# 155 KR But 
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58 The Diligent Cre Part Ill 

But in thy abounding more and more in all things that are 
pleaſing to God, rake heed thou do not farger to increaſe 
more and more in Humility. For the better any Man is, the 
more humble he is. F Who could be more humble than our 
Bleſſed Lord? And Matth. XI. 29. he ſays, Learn of me, 


for Tam meek and lowly in Heart. Luke IX. 48, when his Difci- . 


ples were diſputing who ſhould: be greateſt, he ſays to them, f 


He that is leaſt among you all, the ſame ſhall be great. 80 
then he that is leaſt in his own Sight, and ſa moſt humble, he 
ſhall be greateſt in the Eſteem of our Saviour, and be moſt 
highly exalted by him. And Matth. XVIII. 3. he tells 


them, Except ye become as little Children (that is humble like N 
little Children, ver. 4) ye ſhall not enter into the Kingdom ef 


Heaven. 


The abounding more and more in our Duty, is not always 
\ Increaſing in the Quantity, as in the Length of our Prayers. 
For the wiſe Man ſays, God is in Heaven, and thou upon Earth, 
 Fherefore let thy Words be few. For- 4 Fools Voice is known 


by multitude of ird. Eccleſ. V. 2, 3. Matth. VI, 7, 8. 


our Saviour ſays, The Heathen think that they ſhall be heard Z 


for their much ſpeaking, Be not ye like unto them. And Chap. 


XXIII, 14, Hypoerites for a Pretence make long Prayer. 
Inſtead therefore of long Prayer, we ate to do our beſt En, 
deavour ta pray better and better, in due Seaſon, in all the 
Times of Prayer, both in Publick and in Private, conſtantl), 
never ſuffering ourſelves to be hindred by light Excuſes, or 
by any 1 than gteat and invincible Neceflity. 
I 0 pray better and better, ſuppoſes that thou doſt pray 
well, underſtanding what thou ſayſt, and praying heartily, 
and with humble Reverence. And it is to underſtand thy 
Prayers more fully, to confeſs thy Sins with more Godly Sor- 


row, and Hatred of them, to give thanks with more lively 


Senſe of Gods Mercies, to pray for Grace with more 


hungring and chirſting after it, to pray for others with more 


Charity, and to do all with more Attention, and with more 
Hiimiliry and Reverencſdmee e. 
I ?0o do one of theſe, to underſtand well what thou ſayſt 
in all the Prayers of rhe Church, and to keep up and im- 
prove the ſame, may find thee Work enough on Sundays and 


2 


| other Holy Days, that tou ſhalt'not need to ſeek for Worldly 

_ Buſineſs to imploy thy r 
| — | _ _ | —_— Fs : — 
+ Luke YIL 6. vu, g, Erb. III. 8. 


Chap · 5. 2 after Confirmation. » 3 51 
Again, the abounding more and more in Reading and Me- 
Hitation, is not the beſtowing more and more Time on this 
. 7 uty. For exceſſive Study does bur weaken the Under- : 
anding and Mewory, and make thee leſs fit for the Service 
pf God. Bur it is the more diligent and conſtant imploying 
s much Time as is agreeable to thy Strength, and can be 
ard from the Duties of thy Calling; and the reading the 
Holy Scriptures and other Books ſo as thou mayſt moſt profit, 
Ind grow more and more in Chriftian Knowledge and 
Practice: By diligent reading and learning according to thy 
Irength, thou ſhalr be able ro do more and more of this 
Por: But by exceſſive Study thou ſhalr grow weaker, and 
1 V 0 e ee 
If after thou haſt received Confirmation, thou doſt thy 
Endeavour according to theſe Directions, then ſo. long as 
Sou continueſt ſo doing, God will ſurely. without fail, give 
god continue to thee the Grace he has promis d in this Ordi- 
Wance,; He will, as thou haſt pray d with the Biſhop, De- 
nd thee with his Heavenly Grace, that thou mayſt conti- 
ſve. his for ever; and daily increaſe in his Holy Spirit more 
Ind more, until thou comeſt into his Everlaſting Kingdom. 
have no more to add, but for the preſerò ing this Grace. 
d increaſe of Grace, thou muſt truly endeavour to partake 
I the Lords Supper as often as thou art invited to it, and to 
krtake of it with due Preparation; and with Underſtand- 


5 as d Devotion in all the Parts of the Ser Vice, ; 


Vine 1 


— — 


1 


be Honour due to Confirmation from thoſe that are to pre- 
I pare for it the Souls committed to their Charge; And 
Ie, the Duty of Parents and Maſters in Inſtruction, 
De Neceſſity of tbe ſtrict Obſervation of the Lords 
Day, and other Holy Days for the ſame Inſtitution. 
[The Duty of Schoolmafters, - 


* 


* 


ARENTS are bound by the Law of God and Nature, 
to take effectual Care for the Well-being of thoſe they 
pught into the World. And what is the Well-being of the 
Ky without the Good of rhe Soul? How much Care ſo- 
r they rake for theit yl Bodies, they have no true 
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Chap. 6. Maſters in Inſtruction. 53 
And when they have learnt ſo far, they may be taught to 
underſtand the Prayers of the Church, which till they can 
voderſtand, and alſo be Devout in them, they oughr to be 
kept ſilent in the Church, To be more ready to hear than te 
ove the Sacrifice of Fools, Eccleſ. VL. . . 
After. ſuch a manner as Children are taught, muſt be 
taught elder ignorant Perſons. For they are as unapt to learn 
s Children, or rather more unapt. A great deal of Patience 
muſt be had, and eſpecial Care muſt be taken with borh 
Young and Old, that they do nor only ſay Words, but that 
they mind and underſtand the Senſe, and that as well in 
plainer as harder Matters. Such Need of this I have found 
eyen in Elder Perſons, that want not Wic in worldly Mat- 
ters, that I dare not write leaſt ir ſhould be thought incre- 
dible: and I doubt not but others may find the like, 
Together with theſe Inſtructions, the daily reading of the 
Holy Scriprures may not be neglected. There are none ſo 
full of their ordinary Buſineſs, but, if they have a willing 
Mind, may find Time for reading every Day one Chapter at 
„Au leaſt in the Old Teftamenr, and another in the New Teſta- 
nent. And Maſters may very well allow ſo much Time to 
720 Servants, And they that cannot read, may hear thoſe 
WEE... . F 
But what ſhall they do where none can read, or perhaps 
give any Account of the Catechiſm? Surely they may by 
no means fail ro do all they can, by conſtant” and careful at- 
tending inthe Church, to the reading of the Scriprures, the 
Creed, the Lords Prayer, and the Ten Commandments by 
the Miniſter, the Repetition of the Catechiſm by the young 
People, and the Miniſters Inſtructions; and when they come 
from the Church, recollecting their Memories, and helping 
one another to remember what they hear, And no better 
Thing can be done by any that cannot read, as well the Elder 
as the Younger, than to learn to read if it be poffible, _ 
And for thole that cannot read, and others alſo, it would 
be very expedient, if in all Pariſh Churches, where none or 
te come to daily Prayers, the Flalms and the New Teſta- 
ment were read in continued Order on Sundays. This would 
be more agreeable to the Deſign of the Church, than every 
Sunday to paſs over many Pſalms and Chapters appointed to 
be read in continued Order. ee OS IO Rt 
All ſhould ſtrive hard to have their Children taught to 
read, and to read weil. And Money given to Charitable 
| Uſes, cannot be better beſtow'd, than in ſetting poor Chil» | 


- 
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dren to School, tit And 
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5 The Na in ef fri keeping the Lords pq. Pin 


And that all may have Time for the Duties of Inſtruction 
and Learning, nothing is more neceſſary than the ſtrict Ob. 
ſervation of the Lords Day, and alſo other Holy Days, a 
many as can be conveniently kept. For altho' it is poſſible 
all ſorts of People may diligently eee every 
„01 | ead the Scriptures, and teach 
and learn the Catechiſm and Prayers, yet the far greater 
Part, ſuch as Servants and Day-Labourers, and others that 


Day, or almoſt every Day, to read the 


auſt work and follow Buſinels early and late, will hardly 


know how to ſer themſelves to do much on working Days, 
And the moſt Diligent of them will want the Time that is | 
neceſſary for following wholly Buſineſs of Importance, Such 
Buſineſs always mix d with other Matters, cannot be minded 


or done as it ſhould be. 


.. ' Nay, all ſorts of Men generally want to be driven and 3 
forced from the Buſineſs and Work of their Bodies, that they 


membrance of what they have read and heard. 


To theſe Ends it is alſo neceſſary that all Occafions of 
Worldly Buſineſs on the Lords Day, thar are nor of great in- 
vincible Neceſſity, be taken away, Such is the going our of 
Higlers and Waggoners on Munday Morning, who might, 
if chey would, go out on Munday Night, or Tueſday Mor- 
ing. Such is a great Market for fat Cattle at four or five a 


Clock every Munday Morning at St. Ives in Hunt ingtonſpire. 


And duch is the Merchants that trade with the Manufactures 
of Norwich, their expecting them to be brought ro London on 
Tueſday Morning, and not giving Notice in due Time of what 

they will have brought; and by the 


t. 5 Al going our of Waggoners 
even,on Sande Rue nüng, by all which very great Frophana 
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may. both have themſelves, and allow their Servants Time 
for the Great Work of their Souls. 

Therefore it is neceſſary that the Lords Day, and as many 
. other Holy Days as can be kept conveniently, be kept with 
all poſſible Strictneſs their full Time of twenty four Hours; 
o bring Chriſtians out of Egyptian Bondage, into the True 
Chriſtian Liberty of ſerving and enjoying God, of getting 
Heavenly Riches, and needful reſting and refreſhing rhem- | 
| ſelves. And they muſt go to their Reft in due Time the 

Night before, that they may riſe in Time, and be well dif. 
pos d for the ſerious and weighry Work of the Day, And 
their due Reſt the Night after is needful, if they have been 
diligent in the Duties of the Day; and to preſerve. the Re- 


Chap. . The Duty of Schoolmaſters. 55 


And what indiſpenſible Neceſſity is there for the Ordinary 


T Poſt to travel, or take and deliver Letters on the Lords Day > 
Should the great Neceſſity of the Spiritual Work of the Day 

be neglected for ſuch Worldly Matters! And what Super- 
ſtition is there in ſetting apart convenient Time for the moſt 
neceſſary and the moſt important Work, and in removing all 
unneceſſary Hindrances out of the way ? Alſe why ſhould 
Souls faſt on the Lords Spiritual Feaſt- Day, for the Pleaſure 
of Bodies > When nothing is eaſier than to provide well and 
ſufficiently for the Feaſting of every ſober Body, without 


. che Faſting of any Soul from the Publick Worſhip upon that 
Account, when there is no other Neceflity. A duly ſenſible 


Chriſtian will not make Neceſſity of the Worſhip of the 
Belly, or of vain Pride, or filthy Lucre, or of his not liking 
the Weather: He does not fo undervalue Heavenly Enjoy- 
ments; nor is he any ways unwilling that any that belong 
to him ſhould have their due Share of them. If he has need 
Ito ride to Church, he will take Care that his Servant that 


attends on him ſhall not need to ſtay without, but be in the 


Church, from before the Beginning, till after the End of 


Gods Service. 7 


4s to the Duty of Schoolmaſters and School miſtreſſes, they 


have great Opportunity of inſtructing Souls: While the 
Scholars are learning to read, they may, by the Means. be- 
fore written, learn to ſay the Carechiſm, and an Expoſition 
of it. And when they learn the Languages, it will be an 
excellent Exerciſe for them to turn the Expoſition and the 
Proofs into Latin: And when they learn the Originals of 
the Scripture, to give our of them the Proofs without 


* WBook. ö 


Nothing alſo can be better, rhan for a Schoolmaſter to 
teach the Liturgy in Latin, and afrerwards in Greek; and 


* Wiherewith the true Senſe of every Prayer and Hymn. The 


teaching ir both in Latin and in Greek, will be no needleſs 
Repetition; but the Means both of ſettling and improving 


ke underſtanding of ir. It is not ſo eaſy to be duly under- 


ſtood, as they who have not confider'd ir, or care only for 


the Sacrifice of Fools, may be apt to think. _ | 


= He may cauſe a Chapter to be read three times a Day 
by one of the Scholars: And all the reſt may read filently 
| And when Schoolmaſters and Parents, and Maſters of Fa- 


knilies, or any of them, are diligent in teaching thoſe that 


E 4 belong 


1 


56 $2 The Duty of Miniſters | in Part I. 


and ro go — _—_ wy a good — * 


There is indeed no want of printed Epos tions of the | 


no more Education than to read Engliſh, have not learn d u 4 


ther in Sentences and Diſcourſes, not for want 0 
Capacity, but of Education Mi 
For the Inſtruction of theſe, it is neceſſary PEA the Min 5 i 
ſter expound conſtantly the Catechiſm in the plaineſt Words| 


Underſtandings, they will find it almoſt impoſſible to be "| 
enough for them, And by.trying their Memories, they will | 


belong to them, ler them take heed they be never negligent 4 
to bring them to do and live according to what they teach, 


9 : — —„—-—„-— — — 
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The Duty of Mi; ken in Inftruftion. The Neceſſity o 
- their — every — and ard ON and alj 
1 . rrp. 


w . . N due Care of instruction i is taken in Families ; 

and in Schools, then the conſtant Catechizing in the | 
Church will have good Effect, it will quicken that Care, | 
that the Children and young People may give a good Ac. 
count of their Proficiency. And the Miniſter's careful ex. 
232 and ne a | Things, will * a great Help 0 


EW... 


Catechiſm: But yer there is an abſolute Neceſſity of ex- 
eee it in all Pariſh Churches. For there are in al 
ariſnes many that cannot read, and many more that mau 1 


underſtand many plain Words, much leſs Words or toge 
Naur 


I 


that iris poſſible for him to uſe. If they will converle with} 
the unlearned of ther Flocks, and try and examine their i 4 


find that chey cannot repeat Spiritual Eckes 5 too o ofren; A 
altho other Things are eaſily remembred. .. * - + 
*. Nay, for all that are well Inſtructed, ine] is more uſe 1 
ful than the conſtant and careful expounding of the Cate. 
chiſm. For the moſt Learned have need to be conſtantly put. 
in mind of the ſeveral Farts of their Duty, 2 Per. I. 12. % 
the Ignorant. need to be inſtryted. And there is no Mag 
everof- che moſt Learned, that does ſo perfectly underſtand t 
even the Catechiſm. as to need no further 1 in 1;: 
and who may not be jmprov'd by hearing it hogeſtly acil 
— We Py one that is far inferiour to him il 
4% „ „ r &, e e Learning, 

2 | | 4.0 „ % 54+ 


£ 
* * 


Chap. 7. Inſtruction for Confirmation: 77 
Learning. And likewiſe of the printed Expofitions there is 
WF one ſo perfect, bur a diligent Miniſter of leſs Learning than 
Ihe Author, may add thereto uſeful Obſervations of his own. 
ie may explain ſome Things more plainly, and prove more 
Plainly or fully other Things. He may alſo ſupply Omiſ- 
Fons, and correct Miſtakes. And if every Time he renews 
His own Expoſition, he be diligent to correct and improve ir, 
hen he takes the right and the beſt Way for the Edification of 
Ill bis Hearers. And nothing can be more for the Edifica- 
Jon alſo of himſelf. Of this Biſhop Beveridge, in his Preface 
Jo his Expofition of the Catechiſm, very truly ſays, We 
having at this Time ſo many worthy and learned Men in 
our Church - - I know not how they can employ 
S their Parts of Learning to more Advantage for the Church, 
=E their People, or themſelves re 
XZ How much ſoever Expounding the Catechiſin is deſpis'd, 
e right doing of it, fo as to lay a ſure Foundation of 
Fhriſtian Knowledge, not to be ſhaken by the manifold 
RY dverſaries of the Truth; and the doing this with that 
the 


Therefore every Miniſter ought to do his utmoſt herein, 


ln thoſe Churches where there is Choice of Learned Men, 
ought to be the Task of the moſt Learned. 


Where there are two Sermons in a Day, this ought to be 
ſtead of one of them, rather than together with it, that it 
ay be the better remembred. It would be very well done 
reſtrain the Number of Sermons, to make way for a more 
ui ceſſary Duty. They do but little more than Water pour d 
e a Sieve, and encourage the Error of thoſe who place all 


eligion in hearing Sermons.” — 2 
Here the judgment of Biſhop Sanderſon deſerves to be con- 
er'd: In bis Life written by Mr. Palton, is related how, 
che Times of Confnfon, he told Mr. Walton, That the 
_are- way to reftore this Nation to a more meek and Chriſtian 
lemper, was to have the Body of Divinity (or ſo much 
pf it as was needful to be known) to be put into 52 Homi- 
Nies, or Sermons, of ſuch a Length, as not to exceed a 


Mag ie 
| third or fourth Part of an Hours reading: And theſe 


ſtand 
n it! 


EY 
* 


* 
* 
3 


eedful Points to be made ſo clear and plain, that thoſe of 
mean Capacity might know what was neceſſary to be 
God requires to be done; and then 
3 F . OE e ee Ot ſome 
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of Scripture as will properly and naturally lead to thi 


Church (as Occaſion ſhall be offer d) the only Cauſe ll 


King Fames, yet nothing could be better for the Advanc 2 
ment of the true Proteſtant Religion. 63 


p — — 
— — a al 


the Firſt, that when Complaint was made to him of 19 4 
Growth of Popery, he returned Anſwer, That all this v 
fir want of Catechixing. And the lame, with the ſari 


ſeduced from the Truth, but the want of bein 


gZuiſed Popiſh Seducers, that are the great Promorers Þ 
all our Schifwns; to weaken, us by Diviſion, do like 


2 a the Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, in the Year 16 


58 + The: Daty of Miniſters in Part nl 
* ſome Applications of Trial and Conviction : And theſe uſt L 
* be read every Sunday of the Year, as infallibly as the 
* Blood circulates in the Body; and then as certainly beguſ 
* again, and continued the Year following. 4 
And what Sermons ought to be preach'd by thoſe tha 
diligently teach the Catechiſm, we are very truly told by tf 
Injunctions of King Charles the Second, In one of them hf 4 
requires All Minifters and Preachers in their ſeveral Cure | 
© nor only diligently to apply themſelves to Catechize el ö 
younger Sort, according as in the Book of Common ee 
is appointed, but alſo in their ordinary Sermons to inn 
chiefly upon Catechetical Dodtrines, - - - - declaring with 
unto their Congregations, what Influence ſuch Doctrine 
oughr to have into their Lives and Converſations, 2M 1 
And where there is an Afrernoons Exerciſe, that it li 


eſpecially ſpent either in explaining ſome Part of wi 
Church Catechiſm, or in preaching upon ſome ſuch Tenf 


— 


| 
41 
handling of ſomething contained in it, or may condudf 1 
© ro the Expoſition of the Liturgy and Prayers of tui 


. 3 grew into Contempt amongſt the People, being tl 
that they were not underſtood. un 
Altho' the ſame Injunctions were afterwards given « F 


It is ſaid of the wiſe and — proteſtant King Fa 


eaſon, may be ſaid of the Growth of all Schiſm. F 
what makes any one ſubje& to Errour, but the wan: ff 
Knowing the Truth > And what makes any liable to 


grounded in it? And I cannot bur think, that thoſe D 4 


Fong our Contempt of Catechizing. For nothing 1n 1 
orld does ſo much expoſe us to their Deluſions. 2 
The ſame King James the Firſt, in bis Letter of Dir: 


That thoſe Preachers be moſt encouraged «i 
7 of, who ſpend their Afte rnoons xerciſe in i 
4 * Examination of n in their Catechiſm, and in i 

1 * Expound 


hap: 7. Inſtruction for Confirmation. 
Expounding of the ſeveral Points and Heads of the Ca- 
echiſm; which is the moſt ancient and laudable Cuſtom 
Jof Teaching in the Church of England. 
And the Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbiny, in his Letter 
Pereupon, written to the Lord Archbiſhop of York, : ſays, 
o far are theſe Directions from abating, that his Majeſty, 
Loth expect at our Hands, that ir ſhould increaſe the 
Number of Sermons, by renewing upon every Sunday 
Win the Afternoon, in all Pariſh Churches throughout the 
= Kingdom, thar Primitive and moſt profitable Expofition 
WF of che Catechiſm, wherewith the People, yea, the very 
"BS Children, may be timely ſeaſoned and inſtructed in all the 
ES Heads of Chriſtian Religion. The which kind of Teach- 
ing (co our Amendment be it ſpoken) is more diligently 
obſerv'd in all the Churches of Europe, than of late it 
hath been here in England. I find his Majeſty much 
moped with this Neglect, and reſolved (if we that are 
vis Biſhops do not ſee a Reformation hereof, which I 
Frust we ſhall) to recommend it to the Care of the Civil 
SEES: 299 7 ͤ oh an erg 
And in a Sermon preach'd before the ſame King Fames. 
che Year»r624. by James Uſber Archbiſhop of. Armagh, 
kt theſe Words, © Your Majeſty can never be ſufficiently 
ommended, in raking Order, that the chief Heads of the 
atechiſm ſhould; in the ordinary Miniſtry, be diligently 
EP roponnded and Explained unto the People throughout 
be Land: Which I wiſh were as duly executed every 
ere, as it was piouſly by you intended: - -- The 
Mee glecting of this, is rhe fruſtrating of the whole Work of 
be Miniſtry, ' For ler us preach never ſo many Sermons 
ant Mato the People, our Labour is bur loſt, ſo long as the 
- 10 {Eoundarion is unlaid, and the firſt Principles untaughr, 
„ Ion which all other Doctrine muſt be builded. WW. 
de Neglect therefore of Catechizing and Expounding 
Catechiſm in any Pariſh Church whatſoever, is altoge- 
Fr inexcuſable;” There can be no Reaſon (whatever Pre- 
Nee chere is) to juſtify it. And in other Churches, what 
be better for the one Part of the Day, than the conſtant 
Wponnding the Catechiſm, or the whole Body of Divinity 
r 16 Poder? Where many preach by Turns, every one may 
ei Farrand his. 
le in ad ſor this Exerciſe the Morning is the fitteſt Parr of 
in Day. Becauſe this is more Neceſſary and more Profi- 
ound ie all, requires more Learning and Diligence in rhe 


6 Tie Duty of Miniſters in part 11 
Miniſter,” to do it as it ought' to be done, and more 4M 
tention and Care in the Hearer, ro underſtand it du 
and without Miſtake, than any ordinary Prea chi 
"Witneſs the innumerable Errours in Religion, and the m. 
ny different Opinions among the beſt and the moſt learn# 
of the True Church. Can either Teacher or Learner g 
ſafely through all theſe, without the moſt ſerious, au 
_ "the moſt painful Diligence? 245, Ja? ; 


% 


bs 
bo 
* 


And the more Diligence is requir d, becauſe this Er 
erciſe is not to be done by troubling the People wil 
the Confutations of Errouts and different Opinions, bus 
by laying the Truth before them ſo plainly, and will 
ſuch ſatisfactory Proof, as that they ſhall be well arme 
N any Ertour, whenſoever they ſhall be tempih 
W PT. ;ß.n]eP̃ m 
Zut this great important Duty, ſo neceſſary to be do 
by Miniſters every Lords Day, and other Holy Days, % 
is now ſhew'd, is allo extreamly neceſſary to be do 
by them even every Day; and that nor only by reading 
or talking to the Learners, but by making them aniv 
all neceflary Queſtions, and ſay and repeat Leſſons, a 
go over them again and again, with long Patience, u 
til they are perfectly fertled in their Memories. Til 
Truth of this is very eaſie ro be found among great Null 
bers of both Young and Old, that cannot otherwiſe if 
* nor have any to teach them beſides their M 


* 
4 
X 
+ 
6 


yer what you do is much like what our Saviour, % 
4 | II. 8. ſays of the Wind, They hear the Sound thereof, bi 
3 can tell little more of it. . „„ 
1 And if you diligently inſtruct them the moſt effe cu 
wi | Way, and that every Day, yer it is not a few Wel 
1 or Months that will make them tolerably fir for Cork 1 
N mation and the Holy Commun ion. 
| This Dulneſs is not only in thoſe we cal! Dund 
bur in the generality of thoſe who have nor their 0 
. derftandings and Memories improv'd by Education 
School, or have learn'd no more than to read and write, 
But that which is moſt to be conſider d, is, That: 
Knowledge of Spiritual Things, as well plainer 4 as had 
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WT hap. 7. Cuatechizing every DH. 61 
a Special Gift of God « They are Spiritually diſcern'd, 
cr. II. 14. And they who are minded either to learn, 
i r ro teach them effectually, muſt be willing ro imploy 
Diligence and Time ſuitable to the Worthineſs of them. 
it the Apoſtles and their Aſſiſtants were not long in 
he firſt Inſtructions of their Converts, they had that 
iraculous Aſſiſtance which is not now to be hoped for. 
and we having Chriſtianity planred and ſettled among 
Ss, and the Means of learning it from our Infancy, 
ad of bringing up our Children therein, as Children 
re taught and learn it by flow Degrees, and in long 
Time : So they who have neglected the Opportunity of 
early Inftruction, either for themſelves, or thoſe that be- 
Jong to them, have no Reaſon to hope that a late Learn- 
Ing or. Teaching ſhall be ſpeedily compleated as ir ought 
Jo be. And accordingly it comes to paſs, that elder ig- 
Porant Perſons muſt be taught like Children, altho' they 
have no want of Underſtanding and Memory in Worldly 
r „ AT#, SOT An | 
lf Minifters therefore would beſtow about a Quarter 
of an Hour, at convenient Time, once a Day, or oftner, 
in teaching thoſe that are willing to learn, after ſuch a 
manner as is directed in the Beginning of the foregoing 
Chapter, they may do a hundred times more Good than 
bey can do by their Sermns. 
And if theſe Things be true, (and they that will max 
find them ſo) there is no want of cogent Reaſon for 
his daily Catechizing even by Miniſters. The Advance» 
ment of the Glory of God thereby, of the Heavenly 
Honour of the Church, of the Eternal Salvation of Souls, 
and the great Reward which they ſhall receive, that 
will ſo ſerve Chriſt, * ſhould make a Chriſtian Miniſter 
sive up himſelf with all Chearfulneſs and Diligence ra 
... wn: 


= 


a ES * 


CHAP: 


—— — 
n — — 58 —— ow — 
2 — mey ar woes — * 
— — — — — — —— 
— — * Wan " 2 — - 
— — ve rr en" 
- 2 2 þ 
” 


PIG, : - r 8 
— a8 FER 


—— — — 
ad Ante — 


* * _ e 
— - 


—— — 


—_— — 
5 


— — 
—— ̃ — ARS 
, — 


© touſly e 875 to b 2 Arad and a Criſtian bis 
may, yer" they may and oughr; Bit, ꝛ0 underrake for il 
none, when they are paſt reaſonable Hope of Life ro 
| for (ach, as they have reaſonable Hope of Opporrunity 
Third! „ To call upon the Parents and others that neg- a 


42 7 be b. f cr . and one. ban an 
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| he dit 7 Golfurbirs and Golwiethers i in aloe . 


Lear the . 77 bringing all to 4 IE. Pay 1 
erein. WR bb 
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＋ H B Dh of Codfinkere ind Gadincthers: is gun] 4 
enough told them in the Words of the Church, 7 


« Te muſt remember that it is your Parts and Duties to 


ſee that this Infant be taught, ſo ſoon as he ſhall be 
able to learn, what a ſolemn Vow, Promiſe and Pro. 
«* feſſion he hach here made by you. And that he may 
* know' theſe” Things the better, ye ſhall call upon him 


to hear Sermons, and chiefly ye ſhall provide that he ** 


c may learn the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten 


_ + Commandmetits in the Vulgar Tongue, and all other fa 


Things which a Chriſtian - ought to know and believe rd 
to his Souls Health; and that this Child may be Ver- 


© Life. 6. 
Altho they cannot do this: as rhe Parents and Matten 10 


perform what they undertake. '' Secondly; To undertake on 
to ſee taught and brought up to a Chriſtian Life - And 15 


lect their Duties, and ro give” "Hex all the” Afſiſtance f 
they can. 5 | 

Minifters alſo are Godfather to all their Paahionen 8 
"hk. only to teach and exhorr them in 1 Church, br bu 

o as they can, in every Place, As V. t 
20. and to endeayour to bring all vibery" "to do 2 $ 
Parts in teaching, and bringing ro a Chriſtian Life rhoſe 


that belong to them. 


But who can tell how to perſwade both Miniſters and 


others that call themſelves Chriſtians, to do their indil- 
pralde” Duties of Teaching, or ſeeing. taught thoſe that 


long to them, all Things which a Chriſtian ,oughr to 


know 121 believe to his Souls Health ; and of doing 


— — — — 


ctheit 


l. hp. 8. Of bringing all to their Duty, 67 


ir beſt. Endeavour to bring them to lead a Godly and 
WChriſtian Life? 9 o 
May God direct the Higher Powers to make effectual 
Jos, and proſper the ſame. May God fo direct and 


d Convocation, as that every ones Intereſt, both of 
Facher and Learner, may be made inſeparable from 


7 3 Duty, whether of Teaching, or Learnidg, or Li- 
Ig, as a True Chriſtian ought. 


„, pag. 11. There is an Account of an Helverick Law, 
at all young Perſons that deſign'd ro marry, were to 
air both He and She to their Miniſter, a little before 
ro. y deſignd to marry, and by him to be examin'd how 


e it perfectly to his Mind, he was to defer their 
be rriage till they had duly learn'd it. 0 ; 


A 


ard in the Common - Prayer- Bock requires. And for 


or her Children into apparent Danger of being brought 
in a wrong Way; eſpecially if the Children are left 
be ſurviving Diſſenter before they be brought up. | 


{Bar the good Laws already made for Regular Marriages, 


e to 
only d Canons, which ſtrictly require all to be married in 


nit! a Churches or Chapels where the Parties or one of 


And, Wn dwell, So that whatever unlawful or unhappy Mar- 
neg- ge the Parties are reſolv-d upon, they will obtain it 


ance n by a Licenſe; and neither Parents, nor any other, 


ners, parents can be ſecure of their Children. 
12 have now ſhew'd what is the Honour due to Con- 
dei dation, in preparing Souls for it by Inſtruction, 
te e 
thoſe wy 4 i <n—oprmrn——ndgs, 
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p oſper our Wile and Good K ING, our Parliament 


| 4 One good Means of bringing young People to learn. 
be read in Mr. Hales's Letters from the Synod of 


il they had learnd their Catechiſm. If they had nor 


en Mrbis is no more than what the chief End of Marriage 
ieve t End beſides other, I One of the True Church ought 


We loſt their Power, by the not obſerving the 62d and 


binder it. For vile Luctes ſake, even by Licenſes, 


64 olf preſenting tothe Biſhop Pare nil 
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The Honiur due to Confirmation in preſenting to il 

\ Biſhop thoſe that are prepar d for it. None to | 
admitted to the Communion that refuſe to be Ci 

firm'd. VVV 
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OTH Young and Old are brought and come of 
Holy Duties, without conſidering how they are pu 
par d for them. And ſo Children are brought up to (il 
Prayers rudely, without praying. They are brought 
Confirmation, without knowing ſo much as to make if 
Anſwer of two Syllables. Even they that anſwer (fl 

| Children at their Baptiſm, know not to make their ſi 
Anſwers, And People come to the Holy Communialf 
knowing little or nothing more than they fee. . 
That better Regard may be had to Holy Confirmation 
God grant that What Follows may be duly conſider d. 
At the Baptiſm of every Child, the Miniſter gives u 
Charge to the Godfathers and Godmothers, and wii 
them ſurely to the Parents, and alſo the Maſters ali 
Schoolmaſters. Ye are to take Care that this Ci 
be brought to the Biſhop to be Confirmed by him, 
ſoon as he can ſay the Creed, the Lords Prayer, ali 
* the Ten Commandments in the Vulgar Tongue, i 
be further inſtructed in the Church Catechiſm ſer fu 
for that Purpoſe. e 3 5 
This muſt ſuppoſe, as is before ſhew'd, Chap. II. Ti 
they have a competent Underftanding of the Carechin 
and Live according to it; and allo underftand wi 
Confirmation is, and how to joyn with the Biſhop Wh 
it with Underſtanding and Devotion. 
It muſt ſuppoſe alſo Such Preparation at the Ti 
before they are Confirm'd, as the Digniry and Bene 
of this Ordinance require. For which read Chap. I: 
Therefore Parents and Maſters, Godfathers and 00 

- mothers, and Schoolmaſters, are to ſee that thoſe und 
their Charge. be ſo prepar d; and to bring or ſend the 
to their Miniſter in due Time, that he may ſee whet 

. they be duly prepar d. See Pag. 3 = 4 


mh hap. 9. thoſe that are to be C onfirm'd. 65 
Here all have great Need to take Care chat they be 
Wat too eafie. For that is the greateſt Wrong they can 
Wo to the Souls they are charged with For by ſo do- 
We, they cauſe them to partake of Gods Ordinance un- 
PVorthily, to the Loſs of the great ineſtimable Benefir of 
&, and inſtead thereof to their hurt, , | _ 
WY When, they are found duly prepar'd, the Rubrick or- 
ers chat every one ſhall have a Godfather or a God- 


other, as a Witneſs of their Confirmation. And the 


2 


och Canon requires that He or She be one that hath 
ceived the Holy Communion. F 
The Rubrick alſo orders, That whenſoever the Biſhop 


me 1 ſhall give Knowledge for Children to be brought unto 
e pu him for their Confirmation, the Curate of every Pariſh 

to (a ſhall. either bring or ſend in Writing, with his Hand 

jt WE ſubſcribed thereunto, the Names of all ſuch Perſons with; 
ke 


in bis Pariſh, as he ſball think fir ro be preſented to 
che Biſhop to be Confirmed, ,, + 
Io the end that none way neglect this Duty, the Ru- 
rick at the epd of the Order of Confirmation, requires 
bat none be . to. the Holy Communicn, until 
ſuch time as he be Confirmed, or be ready and de- 
Wlicous to be confirmed, 8 f 


les i | This is the Duty of all Miniſters, how much ſoever it 
| wi : neglected ; that they may nor ſuffer Gods Ordinance to 


WE deſpis d, nor the great Benefit of it ro be loſt. Be- 
es, they have ſolemnly vow'd at their Ordination, To 
eie their faithful Diligence always ſo ro miniſter 
the Doctrine and Sacramentrs,.. and the Dilcjpline of 
WChriſt, as the Lord hath commanded, and as this Church 
Wand Realm hath received the ſame, according ro the 
WCommandments of God, ſo that they may reach the 


"People committed to their, Care and Charge, with all 
WDiligence ro keep, and obſerve the ſame.,___ - 
Ws. They have alſo openly in the Church declared © Their 
Wunfeigned Aſſent and Conſent to all and every thing 
| {contained and preſcribed in, and by the Book of Com- 
von- Prayer, and Adminiſtration of tHe Sacraments, and 
oer Rites and Ceremonies, according to the uſe of 


72 Ill he , i; Wee 
1d Cl Therefore if any of their Pariſhioners think Canfimation 


| * * k , 0 E 
neceſſary, or not ord ain d of God, they may not take 


* 


it for an Excuſe, 1 


f 


7 
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66 ye great Neceſſity and Ben:fis Part lll N 
3 it were not ordain'd of God, it would yet be a piou 3 
good Thing, as no ſober Proteſtant can deny. And there. 
ore any that think it not commanded of God, need 
not doubt of the Benefit of their devour praying wit 


the Prayers of the Church offer d by the Biſhop, for the 
Graces of the Holy Spirit And alſo _, need not doubt 
of Gods Bleſſing upon their keeping Unity with the 
Church, and dutiful Obedience to the good Laws of l 


—— — — 
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CH A P. X. . 
Tze Honour due to Confirmation from thoſe that admini. 4 
| fterit, The great neceſſity and benefit of perſonal Vi. 


tations, as in the Primitive Church. 


FOOD grant that the Honour due from them may be 
2 duly confider'd, That thoſe Stewards whom their Lui 
| bath made Rulers over bis Houſhold, to give them their Portinl 
of Meat in due Seaſon, may ſo do, as faithful and wii 
Stewards : And that they may ſo rule the Lord's Houſholl th 
as that all, through his Grace, may be ready in due time 
to receive their Portion: That the Means whereby it i 
Pipers and receiv'd, may be ſo reverently and orderly 
done, as becomes the Dignity of God's Holy Ordinance 
and the Divine Majeſty of his holy Spirit, whoſe Grace i 
1 a bounteous Meaſure communicated thereby, if right 
ag BY ET. an 
For theſe bleſſed Ends, the way of viſiting by the Biſhop 
of the Primitive Apoſtolick Church, is ſurely the beſt. 
The Council of Toledo, in the Year 633. Ch. 35. fay 
_ © Epiſcopum per cunctas Dicteſes Parochiaſque fuas, pert 
_ © Gngulos annos ire oportet; a Biſhop ought ro go through 
L © all his Dioceſes and Pariſhes every Vea. | 
i By f doing he may ſee, or by ſome Means find what 1 3 
now purpoſely conceal'd from him, even under the ClokeM 
of an Oath (and ſhould he be ſo put of in what fo much 
concerns the Glory of God, and the Salvation of great 
| Flocks of Souls! he may ſee how both his Clergy, and the 
reſt of the People committed to his Charge, do their Dur, 
particularly in Catechizing, and Preparation for Confirms 
tion. He may have ſufficient Opportunity, which now he 
e ee eee can 


[ 


| bap. 10 e Perſonal Tearly Vifttations. ( 


Fannot have, to examine thoſe that are brought to him; 
ou nd ſo inform himſelf how they live according to the Ca. 
Wecchiſm. He may alſo do that which now ſecms impracti- 
able, that is take effectual Care for due Deceney and Or- 
Wer, By theſe Means, inſtead of icarce any coming to 
Pod's e as they ought, all that can be donc may 
e done for its being rightly recerv'd by all. 3 
Other great Advantages there are of chis perſonal viſiting 
Wvery Pariſh. . They that through Sickneſs, or other Weak- 
els cannot travel, will nor loſe the Opportunity. And by 
early viſiting, and where need requires oftner, all will 
have this great Means of tl 
Thrift requires. What can be more unkind, than for a 
Ppiritual Father to ler any one of his duntul Children ſtay 
rg without it, any longer than abſolute Neceſſity requires ? 


We, lictle thought of. They who by Sickneſs are confin'd 
@ their Beds or Houſes, may have the jure Means gf re- 
iring the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter, in their, greateſt 
iy bleed of him. But this was ſo thought of in Hg ancient 


Lei hurch, as that when in danger of death a Biſhop Was too 


ortinſ r off, St. Ferom and many others would have his abſence 
wil pply d by an inferiour Miniſter: as in the like Neceflity 
| Jeſus 


4 
oa 


hold ey would have Baptiſm adminiſtred by a Lay-man. 


time priſt went not only to the Synagogues, but to privace 


it i Holes, when there was occaſion: and ſo did his Holy 
derlyMihoſtles. fr 
ance He went about all the Cities and Villages, teaching in their 
ace iſh«pogues, and preaching the Goſpel of the King iow, Matth. 
.ght7 A. 35. He did ſo, altho he was ſo far from having thoſe 
inop have, that he went on foot. When he ſent forth his. 
: Wciples, he ſent them before his Face into every City and 
_ fa | | EX. 1 
s, pet be more for the Honour of his Stewards, who have 
rougi need of his weariſome way of travel, Fobn.1V. 6. than 


thats 


© og * 


pd upon Pundtilio's. To ſhew how far he was from that, 


ClokeWwaſh'd his Diſciples Feet, and that in ſuch a manner, as 


much de were their real Servant. May any of his Seryants 
gruß think any thing too much to do for the Souls that are 
nd the — 8 1 AY DOE SOBEL” 
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eir Souls Food in due Sealon, as 


Another great Benefit there is of frequent perlonal viſit- 


Inveniences for travelling which his Succeſſors on Earth 
Per, whit ber he himſelf would come, Luke X. 1. and What 


Wfollow the bleſſed Example of our great Lord. He never 


eee EW 
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' #8 ſent is greater than he that ſent him, If Je know the 
Pp . happy are ye if ye do them, John XIII. 15, 16, ff 


Catechizing, and for enforcing all to do their Parts, he 20 


or 


_ © Djoceſe, as the Law requires, at leaſt once in every tui 
© Years, to fee how it hath been done, and to Conn 
'©' thoſe who have been thereby fitted and prepared for 
Without which all will come to nothing. For un 


: he Reaſons aforeſaid, he might very well have ſaid ex 4 


"0H 


dained and placed in their ſeveral Stations, as free) 


* 


cure it to be done by another, both his Clergy and if 
people will be apt to neglect theirs ; and the Fault wil 
in great Meaſure lie at his Door. Which therefore 
not be ſuppos'd of any who are ſenſible of the tif 
* Account they muſt give at the laſt Day of all vii 
Actions, and eſpecially of f 
God, the Good of the Church, the Salvation of 
Souls committed to their Care, and by Conſe quei 


— 
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68 The great Neceſſity and Benefit Part IN 
his Members! When he has ſaid, I have given you an ex 
ple, that ye ſhould do as I have done. 


Verily T ſay Unt 1 
, The Servant is not greater than his Lord, neither he tf 


ere is worthy to be conſider'd what Biſhop BeveriyM 
ſays in his Preface ro his Expoſition of the Catechi|M 
Aſter having given good Advice for the neceſſary duty 


theſe Words, Nothing would then be wanting to compli 
* the Work, but that every Biſhop go through his wh 


* a Biſhop doth his Duty, or in Caſe of Neceflity pil 


of this, wherein the Glory 


their own, is ſo highly concerned, — ' 5 
He ſays at leaſt once in every Three Years. But W 


Year, and alſo oftner where Need requires. 
He ſays alſo, * Unleſs a Biſhop doth his Duty, or in 
of Neceflity, procure it to be done by another,” | 
ſhould not this be done in a whole Dioceſe, as i 
. ed, 
For whatever a Biſhop through any juſt Neceflity 
not do, why may not one of his Cathedral be Co 
crated for a Suffragan, or more, if the Largeneſs of 
Dioceſe require it, and undertake fo Bleſſed a Wort 
the Revenues they already have, and therefore be 
fecrared and admitted without Fees > As it would 
tainly be moſt fr the Good and Honour of the Chu 
to have all rhe Minifters of Chriſt whatſoever, both 


they were by Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
And I cannor but pray, and I hope many will 
Mich me, That in all is Majeſty's | Dominions, and 


£8 


. 


dury y them. 5 3 „ Th 
he ad Where Maintenance ſuitable to their Dignity cannot be. 
mplad, they may be as well as they can, as they were in 
white Days of the Apoſtles; until their Flocks can be 
ry thifWpade ſenſible of the Command of Chrift, To render un- 
nf God the Things that are Gods; and how their doing 
d for o is for the great Good both of their Souls, Gal. VI. 
un. 10 10, and allo of their Bodies, Prov. III. 9, 10. Mal 
| #6 il, 1 to . 10 | 1 yy | | 8 
Sufficient has been now ſaid, for the Perſonal and Vear- 


ult y Viſitarions of the Moſt Reverend and Right Reverend 
re Mathers. And God grant that all may acknowledge the 
e ul ame. And may thoſe Fathers duly conſider the Benefit 
11 180 the Church of ſuch Viſitations; and alſo what Rea- 
on on there is for performing them with the Reſolution of 
of t. Paul, in the Regions of Achaia, 2 Cor. XI. 9. EC 


May they alſo conſider what Reaſon there is — 56 
1. For their giving not ſhort Warning, nor a few Days 
Varning of the Day; and why not a full Month? that 
Where may be Time enough for a deliberate doing all that 
Ws to be done by the Miniſter ; that none through Bu- 
Winels or Abſence may loſe the Opportunity; and chat all 
may be duly prepar'd. rn 5 
2. For their admitting none to Confirmation without a 

Watisfattory Account from their Miniſter. 1. Of their un- 
derſtanding the Catechiſm, and Living according to it. 
2. Of cheir having perform'd the Work of Repentance, 


s of and their believing the Promiſes both of Bapriſm and 
Von Confirmation. And, 3. Of their underſtanding and duly 

be confidering the Vow, and the Prayers of Confirmation, 
2uld chat they may devoutly make their: Vow, and joyn in 


the Prayers, = „ 

3. For the Biſhop himſelf ro examine carefully ſome 
e FFF 
{ 4. For the ſtrict obſerving the Orders appointed by the 
Church, for every one to have a convenient Witneſs for 
their being placed in Order, and for every one to an- 


ſwer 


1 


Jo The Flonour due to Confirmation, & c. Part Ill.] 
ſwer audibly to the Demand of the Biſhop, and that i 7 


Order one after another. 


5. If there be a great Number, to divide them into | 
Companies, and the Biſhop to make the Demand ſeve- ja 
rally to each Company, by their Miniſter Reverently | 
brought before him, and again ro their Places; and? 
when he lays his Hands upon them, for the Miniſters 1] 
bring them again before him, and to their Places, with. 


SE 


out luffering any to thruſt themſelves. © 


6. For raking Care that all be preſent within Hear. 


ing the whole Time; and if they be too many, - divi. 


ding them for another Part of the Day, or rather fort 


another Morning. 


7. For taking effectual | Care, with the Help of the "2 


Churchwardens, that the whole Congregation be in theit 


proper Places, with quiet and decent Behaviour. + |, 


| : Whatever is the Cuſtom, too much Care cannot be 
taken, nor may any Care be thought a Trouble, for 


the Right and Reverend Adminiſtration, and Receiving 
of this Holy Ordinance: That therein due Honour may | 


be paid ro God, and to his Holy Spirit: That we may 


ſhew our ſelves duly thankful for the ineſtimable Grace I 


that is offer'd to us; And that it may be obtain d and 
fully obtain d ro every one.. 
And ſurely all that is here ſaid of the Honour due to 
this Bleſſed Ordinance from the Reverend Fathers of the 
Church, is for their Honour, for their High and Ever- 
laſting Honour, infinitely above any worldly Honour what 
ſoever. And nothing would more ſecure their :Dignuy 


53 againſt the Attempts of. all their Enemi EE 


Rog 3 JJ) ²Dp , Fee Taree | 

6 O Then that ehe Church of God, which be hath pur 
” > * chaſed: with his omn Blood, may ſee that happy Day, 
* when thoſe Reverend Fathers ſhall, for the Love. of God, 
* who fo lovd us as to lay. down+his Life for us, and for 
the Love of innumerable immortal Souls Redeemed by 
His moſt Precious Blood, apply . themſelves unanimoul- 
ly and vigorouſly .to; the Bleſſed Work, ſo Honourable 
allo; ro them, and effectually ro engage all their. Clergy 
to do their Parts, for the Reſtoring and advancing of 


* 
FE 


his True Religion. Amen. ß POET ox 4 
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„But in ee for the Epiſcopal Dignity, L am far 
from. any Inclination to favour, the Perſecution of Dil. 
bz 0957 11 ; þ Sek. i! if 9 ia - * pow 2 F ſenting 


| \ 


e be gentle unto all Men, apt to teach, patient in Meek- 


3 be Truth. 2 Tim. II. 24, 25. a | 
The right Way then to bring over our Diſſenting Bre- 


ur Holy Profeſſion, and Charitably do to them, as we 


. FFould be done unto, 


n 
2 bent 
rl Ih, 
ee 
n 
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/QRAM XX. 


tbrough Neglect. e 


3 


1 DEKO TsS have Souls which were bought with Chriſts 


n eaneſt Chriſtian. And Matth. XVIII. 10, our Bleſſed 
Vord and Saviour ſays, Tak? beed that ye deſpiſe not one 
bY thoſe little ones ; for I ſay unto you, that in Heaven their 


They therefore whom God has made incapable of under- 
anding the Catechiſm, be their incapacity more or leſs, 


Knowledge and Practice, as they are capable of learning 


De moſt fimple Ideots may be taught ſomething of God 
= hee Day, FF» 
And they that learn and do ſo far as God has enabled 
em, may ſurely be Confirm d, altho' they cannot be capa» 
e of partaking of the Holy Communion. And the Biſhop, 
Witead of the Queſtion appointed, may ask them a ſhorc 
Wueſtion agreeable to their Capacity. 15 


d ſhew ſome Senſe of God and Duty, and may be thew'd 
P knrel before the Biſhop. And without doubt he may give 
em the Bleſſing: Rs 

i. N 


I hap. 1 r. What 1s to be done to 1deots, & c. 71 


precious Blood, as dearl, as the Souls of che wiſeſt. 
Therefore it is an inexcuſable Wicked neſs to neglect the 


geln do always bebold the Face of my Father which is in 


d in Words and Expreſſions agreeable to their Capacity. 


They chat were born both Dumb and Deaf, may have 


I b/s, inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves; if God. perad- 
ſenture will give them Repentance to tbe acknowledging of 5 


ren to the Church, is to let them fee us live up to 


iat is to be done to Ideots, and to thoſe who are dul! 


ey may, and muſt be carefully taught ſo much both of 


„ 


L nting Conſciences For i be Viſdom that it from above, 
I peaceable, gentle, and eaſie to be intreated, full of mercys 
m. III. 17. And the Servant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, 
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gives. And he has given his Son to die for every one with. 


1 to learn Chriſtian Knowledge, may not be indulg d 
they ſhould have learb'd in their Childhood; they muſt be? 


the Ning dom of God as a little Child, be ſhall not enn 


proud deſpiling whar Children are taught. For the Cao 
chiſm is the Chief of all Chriſtian Knowledge, and the 


they can, with Diligence and Patience, until they har 
| Jearn'd all Things which a Chriſtian ought ro know and 


believe to his Souls Health. And -when they have fo done 
they muſt with the ſame Diligence continue learning aff 


Chriſt, 2 Per. III. 18, : tl Fe TIO + f - 


| The great Inconveniencies of the Neglect of Conſirmatiu 
_ + The great Benefits of the due Obſervation of it. 4 


conſider the great Inconveniencies of the Neglect of it, ani 


wance of Confirmation, and of due Preparation for it bi 
Carechizing, De, are bee, 


Ignorance, notwithſtanding all our preaching ; which wich 


72 be great Ineonveniencies of Part 111, 
For God ſurely requires of no Body any more than | 


out Exceptio. 2 4 3 
But They that through Neglect or Sloth are dull, and un-. 


in ripe Years they can learn no faſter han Children, if 


willing to learn and be taught as Children. For our Saw 
Our. ſays,” Verily J ſay unto you, whoſoever ſhall not receiu 


therein, Mark X. 15: They may not think to be fav'd b 


very Marrow of the Bible. They muſt therefore learn it af 


long as they live; both to keep what they have, and to gu 


in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſu 
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CH Ap. XII. 


8 , 


 Exhortation to Prayer. 
1 moveall, both thoſe thar Adminiſter Confirmaia 
4 and thoſe that are to be Confirm'd, and thoſe that ougtt| 
to prepare Souls for it, ro pay that Honour which is due to ii 
Holy and Blefſed an Ordinance, it highly concerns them u 


rhe ineſtimable Benefit of duly honovring it. 


The Inconveniencies of the Neglect, or negligent Perſot 


- 
We te R a FFF . SST 5 5 
8 e EE : | . > 8 4 . 5 4 b N . 2 e 3 5 2 
1 5 v3 I . me 2 2 3 8 X 8 3 * "A : » 8 * 1 : . * We D l bel b. 


1. The Generality of People are drown'd in a Deluge of 


but diligent Catechizing, ſerves to little Purpoſe, but to ke J 
/ of 
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hap- 12. the Neglect of Confirmation. 73 


bel de Hearers ever learning, and never able ro come to the 
ih. NKaowledge of the Truth. 1 


2. All Religion is turn'd into a meer ſlight Compleme — 
Ind Prayer into a formal Prating, whether it be underſtood 


un. d 
gd r nor. And this Prating is countenanced by a no lels 
Vhuf vil Cuſtom of haſty reading the publick Prayers. Thoſe 
be Prayers are alſo lightly eſteem d. And the great Privilege 
avi 


A the Higheſt to offer unto God the ala ba of the 


rein People, is counted a mean Employment for inferiour, 
ent Prieſts. | 5 | * 


baptilm is made by many in the Plantations an indif- 
— rent Thing; and till of late has been generally denied 
I their Slaves. Confirmation has hitherro been a rude 
Piſorder: And few have come to it with ſo much Prepara- 
n as to know how to make fo ſhort an Anſwer to the ſo- 
tin mn Demand of the Biſhop. The Lords Supper is for the 
Moſt part either neglected, or receiv'd in Ignorance, And 
ch good and bad are admired, norwichſtanding 1 Cor. V. 

. Canon 26, and the Rubrick. St. Pauls Prohibition 
„ Fainly ſhews, that whether Judas was admitted or not, 
nation ie may not admit known Sinners without Repenrance, A 
oußuf ie Order is thought good enough for Churches, or any 
ie to f ing belonging to them, ſuch as the Pariſhioners will nor 
hem dure in their own Houſes, And ſo they honour them- 
it, aud ves far above their Maker, who gave them all they 
oe. Any Pretence is thought ſufficient for abſenting from 
Perfoty Ehburch; or coming late, or departing before the End. Any 
IC it bi theſe is allow'd ro a Servant, for the meer Worſhip of 


I IL Maſter or Miſtreſs, Every where the former Part of 
to ke 4 II. 10% T Revel LIL, 16 
e JA eee Code 


in the Market, even the Day of Gods laying down his Life 


74% Tneonveniencies of Neglefing, Part ill.] 
Gods Service, is always difturb'd by late comers. Even 
therein a great Temptation to Adulrery in the Heart i; 
counted a laudable Faſhion, The Lords Day is made 3 
Day of worldly Bufineſs, upon Pretence of Chriſtian Liber. 
ty. And fo Chriſtian Liberty to ſerve and enjoy God, tg 
gather the true Riches, to feaft our Souls, and to give our 

o ies neceſſary and convenient Reſt, is chang d for Egyptian 
Drucgery. Days appointed for the ſolemn Worſhip of God, 
an ſolemaly þidden in the Church, are ſolemnly forbidden 


for us, and of his Aſcenſion to the Kingdom of Heaven, 
Who icruples at Feaſting on the Faſting Days, appointed by] 
the Church? Diverſe kinds of Sacrilege and Simony are] 
juſtified by their ſeveral Pretences. Churches are even ex. 
poſed to publick Sale. Whar is the taking or withholding 
from God all, or almoſt all the ſubſtantial Part of what wa 
Conlecrated to the Maintenance of his Worſhip ; and leaving 
the ſmall Things for his Honour, and Poverty and BeggeryÞ 
for his Minifters *? And how little better are Sine-Cure, ] 
and Non-Refidence? Solemn Oaths of Pariſh Officers and] 
others are made meer Matters of Form, And this with Pre. 
fentm- n's of Nothing, the other meer Matters of Form, ß 
the Reformation of Manners by both Spiritual and Tempo - 
ral Courts. Im practicable Oaths are given and taken. | 
Oarhs are ſolemnly given and taken, without the Taker either 
knowing before hand what he is to ſwear, or underſtanding 
it when he ſwears, or neceſſary Care of remembring it. $i 
lemn Oaths are alſo debaſed to Trifles of Lucre, without thei 

| Occaſions of Juſtice, Even the Learned have Need to con- 
ſider what Oaths they require, and how they are, or may be 
ee particularly how impracticable is the Trurh oi 
Nine Depoſitions, or any of them, De certa Scientia preſent 
randum aptum eſſe & idoneum moribus & ſcientia. They 
have alſo Need to conſider What is done once a Year in God: 

_ Houſe. Is it not in their Power to abrogate or moderat 
H beſe and the like are even the Conſequences of the Neg 
lect of Confirmation, or flight receiving it. Becauſe that i 
the Neglect of the peculiar Means of Grace, to enable us i 
underſtand and remember, and liye up to the Put) of 6! 
Goſpel. F And becauſe by the Neglect of Catechiz ng. . 
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| gell the Clergy as the People, do either not underſtand, ot 
22 4 Jo think of their Duty as they ought. 


et · But if Confirmation were duly and 3 eas 
o Sc due Preparation, then all thoſe Inconveniencies would, 


our BY far as can be expected in this World, be remov'd, by the 
tian race of God given in this Ordinance, to know; and remem- 


00, r, and to do, as becomes the Honour of Chriſtianity ; and 


den the natural Effects of the Clergy carefully 'expounding, 


Life Ia the People diligently learning the full Senſe of the Cate- 


ven, Film, and of every one having made a ſerions, and well 


d by nſider'd and folemn Vow, To renounce the Devil and all 
ate ih Works, the vain Pomp and Glory of the World, and all 


ex- e finfal Luſts of the Fleſh ;- To believe ſtedfaſtly all the 


ding Articles of the Chriſtian Faith; and to keep obediently Gods 


wa Bly Will and Commandments, and walk i in the lame all 
wing ee Days of his Life. 


2801) This would be the way of advancing the * of the 


ures, @hurch, and of preſerving the Unity of ir. 
_ anlÞFChen by receiving the Holy Ghoſt the mieter. e 
re. puld find the Angelical Pleaſures ot true Chriſtianity; 


m, ue would be made rich with heavenly Treaſure; and be 
mp0 in ly honour'd'by God, and all his boly Angels. 


taken Then would all Orders and Conditions of Men be happy 
one another, Chriſts Church would have lively Meme 
"dingy s: the King would have truly loyal Subjects: Parents 


eithet 


zuld have dutiful Children; Maſters faithful Servants. 


ur te . all by patient continuance in well doing, would both ſeek 


con- and find Glory and Honour, and Immortality. 

nay be But ro bring 1 8 * 10 nw. is the marvellous Work 
urh ei God alone. 2 | 

prefer vi | 


The) ? | Therefore may al, with Oe endeavour to do their 
n Godiſveral Parts, devoutly pray, Thar God would with his 
derail Wavour behold our moſt gracious Sovereign Lord King 


EEORG E, and all the Royal Family; and ſo re- 
ö Nerf Neniſn hem with the Grace of his holy Spirit, that they 


that Ja, a ways incline to his Will, and walk in his Way: 


le us ud endue them plentebuſl, with heavenly Gifts: Thar 
of il ; would be pleaic4 ro direct and proſper all the Conſulta- 
zung. ens of the High Court of Parliament, and of the 
4 ener bie Convocation, to the Advancement of his Glory: 
Ind that he would fend down upon our Biſhops and 


well 4 I# 3 $5 hay * # * | . „ , wana A. 4 ; ms 
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| Th. I% Benefit of Moving, Confirmation. 75 
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1 5 all ann een to cheir Charge, 
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76 4 Exhortation to Prayer.. Part Il 
. « the healthful Spirit of bis Grace; and that they m 
truly pleaſe him, pour upon them the continual Dew. 
his Bleſſing: That in his infinite Mercy he would voud 
* ſafe to grant this for the Honour of our Advocate a 
Mediator Jeſus Chriſt : to whom with the Father 
_ * the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory for ever a 
d ever: Amen. | 1 5 
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The Fr R $ r Part. 5 


| What Confirmation was in the Days of 
the Apoſtles. «4 


3 A K Occafien- of this Diſcourſe: 
0 The Diviſion of it. A brief de- 
| | Fount wy the - Apoſtolick Confirmation, and f its 
being Ordain'd of God. pag. 1. 
II. Confirmation more 22 conf Wer. - T7 be 


} Form or Manner of it. p. 

III. Le Grace es by cia, 18 . 
AV. The End for which the Grace f C unfomatio | 
| was given. The Neceſſity of it. p. 10. 


. Whowere to be Confirm d. I be want of Confir- 
mates not ſnpplied by the Lords Supper. the 
Confirmation of Hypocrites null. p. 12. 


1 l. The Sum of the Firſt Part. p. 15. 
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_ . Ciples that continue for ever. p. 17 
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1 Confirmation tommanded: . p. 25 
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that receive it; and firſt, in their Preparation 
| of Knowledge and Practice. p. 36. 
. The immediate Preparation. p. 38: 
The Behavibur of Perſons Confom'd d in their 
f Confirmation. The Order of Confirmation in the 
& Boot of Common-Prayer, Explain d. p-. 43 
* 8 . The diligent Care after. p. 49. 
210 A The Honour due 10 Confirmation from thoſe 
cen that are to prepare for it the Souls committed 
i 4 to their Charge. And firſt, the Daty of Parents 
2 
C0 
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in N of Schoolmaſfters. 0.40: 
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! „ Of the Means of bringing all to do 
F their Duty therein =. 62... 
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C 
Are many, but if the Reader will take Notice of theſe, I hope he 
will find Satzsfaftion, © Dan 


Pase 19, line 31, read Matth. X. 8. I. 33. r. Luke X. 9, 17. 
ln the Margin, for Diſcipline, r. Diſcipleſhip. For Ch. 15, 
16, 17,r. Ch. I. 15,16, 17, p. 20, tothe mark ꝗ, put in the 
marg. See Part I. Ch. I. In the marg. 7. Joh. I. 3 1. for Apoſtles 
r. Apollos, p. 22, r. of the Reſurrection of the Fleſh: | p. 24. 
tor nefas, r. neſcis. p. 25, r. Holy Ghoſt “, whom we affirm 
to be given in true Baptiſm : underſtand, p. 32. . Acts 
VIII. p. 35, 7. Acts IV. 32. John XVI. 7. p. 37, 7. Eecleſ. 
V. 1. for be given, r. begin. for compleat r. competent. 
P. 38. for compleat r. competent. p. 40. 1. Matth. V. 23, to 
77. p. 41.7. Matth. VI. 18. p. 42, for viſiteth, r. refiſteth. 
P. 44. 7. and I do confeſs. and withal humble. p. 46. r. 
Ch. XIV. 15, 16, 26. p. 47, in the marg. r. See Part I. 
Ch. 9. p. 51. tor Inſtitution, v. Inſtruction. p-. 54. r. by 
all which, and by the going out of Waggons even on Sunday 
Evening, very great Prophanation is caus d. p. 62. 7. health; 
and to do their. p. 64.7. See pages 42, 43. P. 67. v. and 
tao inform, by a Layman *, ; See pag. 24, Ce. p. 72, r. the 
| higheſt Biſhop. p. 75. r. Treaſure 5 and they would be. 
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Aud, rhis, gan mean only the 


8 ; Every endete Review the to Ne im- 
perfect Perfection of all Wrirings of Men: 


Therefore theſe Additions are here ſet, 
Pref the Cotton of the lips of the 
TY * 5 PEW. 
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hed 12 d 13 a and were Payeilied,; add, that did 
Din, love God and keep his Commandments. 1 
Nahe Bad bf Bam I. Chap. V. % The faitic 


* - Þ 


is = e ſaid of thoſe that come to this Holy Ordinance with- 
out neceſſary . : alho _ hey come With. a good | 


Meaning. f N N N 


18 . as After. calvin fone 3 And in his — 
on J. III. 17, he owns the Laying on of Hands there to 
be Ceremoniam que Divinitus illis tradita erat, a Ceremony 


” which Was appointed chem of God. Bube word have i 


800% he ſame with thar in Heb, VI. 4 


bo 
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oly. Seripture, nor che Ancient Church (as is before 


3 


5 ew dr) make any Difference between the Laying on of 
Hands, 48. VIII. and. Mee VL x Part 1. Chap. I. Parr 


ror: Ch. UL and v. 3-2 in 
Gute after, and are Bapriz'd, add, Thar rruly love 
ad keep hi his Commandments. |. 4.09 vv -£3 4c 
1 After Our 


ver, 5 18 4. If $1 aan T Ps Iii PILES ON ! LE 

by ng 48, After he laid his Hands upon him, + read Reaſon 
tells that the Right Hand muſt be meant, and that it only 
is Meant in this Office. The Church orders the Biſhop to lay 


his Hand upon the Head of every one, ſexerally, ſaying, 


'Defen Oord this th Child. Lor this = Serwant, ] &c. 
1 1 5 5 Right Hand, not the . 
If chere be 


Hagd ech age, and ris Lefe ypan anerbert 


too many for the Biſhops Strength, he may divide them, and 
order them to attend 1 him as he pleaſes. 8 


Page 69, after carefully ſome of them, add, And to do 


tis before the beginning. of the Service : And alſo before 
the beginning of the Service, to hear | the Complaint of any 
that think their e ref $0 


FOOD ern „ 
* Cauſe, 


1135 frer,, how or when he ordainꝭd it; add; A eitber the 


| eher, Nc. 4d, And his Qumtand | 
; 0 pray: earneſt! * Pas wh je Hm Prayer for che wh Spirit, 
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